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To the Reader, 


Chriſtian Readey. 
. Hefe Sermons written out by ſome pious Hearers from 
their owy Notes, and by their defire haſtned to the Preſs, 
fo that I could not, for want of time, ſuperviſe them as I 
would; and not being willing to burden them with wri- 
ting them again, I have been prevailed with, to conſent to their 
publiſhing in this homely Dreſs; unfit indeed for the vein of this 
curious and carping Age, that are more for what pleaſeth then what 
profiteth thent*: "But ſeeing it hath pleaſed the Lord fo far to bleſs 
them to any, as thereby to ſtir them up at their own colt and pains, 
to endeavour to promore others thereby, if the Bleſſing may 
attend the Reading, that did the Preaching of them. And that it 
may,'et me adviſe thee, into whoſe hand this may come, & thou think * 
not thy time loſt in reading it,that with the ſame integrity thou come 
to read them, that thoſe who are the occaſion of the publiſhing, 
did- tothe hearing, and with more mind to mend thy own, then find 
another faults. If thou findeſt any benefit, let it further thy Pray- 
ers for the Inſtrument, thy Thanks to the Lord for thoſe have occa- 
fioned it; and let you and I adore the wiſdome of God in managing 
unlikely and fooliſh means for thy ſaving good, to ſtain mans pride, 
and exalt his own glory, which is the aime and deſign of him who.i 


Boſton, May 16, thy Souls friend 
16 7 9» | 


Fames Allin. 


| 
| 


Y $, = | 
£46$$2060585020586. 25 445::5: 
FTI EIT LETTING 

John 5.14, 


"Afternard Feſus finding bim in the Temple, and ſaith to Him, Bck6!d thou art made 
whole, ſan no more left a worſe thing come unto ihee, . 


N the Chapter you hare, firſt the Hyſtory of a glorions Miracle Chrift 
wrovght in healing an impotent man, from the firſt, tothe tenth verſe, 
2. The Jews quarrelling at it, deſſgning the ruine of him that healed 
him, from the tenth, to the nineteenth verſe, . ;,. Chriſts Apology for 
himſelf in defence of the work he had done, to the end of the Chapter, 
In the firlt verſe, and ſoon, you have the Miracle, and therein,$rit che 
time of it,*it was at the Feaſt of the Paſsover. 2. The place, and that 
was Betheſda, where was a Pool for healing any diſeaſe, to the perſon that firſt 
epped in, after an Angel had troubled the waters. 2.. You have the perſon hea- 
led, deſcribed, 1, By his Impotency, left of all inthe time, none helped him into 
the water. 2. By the long time he had been under this diſtemper, which was 
3$ years. 3. You bave the manner of his cure, it was by Chriſts word of com- 
mand, in obedience to his command, he was to take up his bedand v alk, as a fign 
ebat he was healed, The inthe ſecond part of the Ghapter you bave the Jews 
quarrelling ; and before they-knew the Author of this healing, they charge the 
poor man with breach of the Sabbath, by carryinghisbed, and his Apology being, 
that he was ſo commandedby him'that healedhim, and upon their Enquiry who 
it was, he replyed he did not know ; Ther! you have Chriſt manifeſting himſelf 
to the healed man, by whom the Jews underſtanding the perſon, they deſign his 
death. But you ſee Chriſt finding this perſon gives him heavenly Counſel how 
t6 carry it, that rhe benefit received may he for good to him, goe aud in no more ,Qc, 
In the words are two things, 1, .Chriſt finding this impotent man he had heal-= 
ed, 2. The excellentcounfel Chriſt gives him, 1. By way of direQtion, Bebold thou 
att bealed, 2, By way of caution, 1 nc more, left; &c, . In Chriſts finding this 
man, two things obſervable, 1, time of it, it was aftermard,' after his obed'- - 
ence to Chriſt carrying his bed, which the Jews ch him with, and Chriſt 
manifeſting bimſelf to him'in-a glorious manner ; and from thence we may draw 
ad G56) with moſt difficulty inthe way of their obedi brit 
| meer with mo way ir obedience 10 Crit, 
may expelt to meet with a reward in having more of Chrifts preſence. Sothat whether 
jithe Duty'in the way of out generat courſe, or any particular duty we are doing 
for Chriſt, no difficulty ſhould diſcourage us therein ; the Lord ſeſus knows how 
to make a Recompence andcompenſation tous, As you ſhould confider, 1, The 
time when; ſo 2, The place where Chriſt found him, itwasin the Temple, - 
where he was offering his Thank-offering, and he was early atthe Temple, for 
yvu firit Chriſt did nor lay for his coming; but found hira there, ſo that be was * 
eatly in returning Thanks z thence obſerve, | 
A 3 n Dot. 


(VF. -- 
DoR. That it 4 rnit of healing marcy from Gdd ul to 4chnow!:dee 
the [ame tnour dPigent [> no upon bis inflouzd Eng Weinre hy .C kris 
own Example he leavs us, to be early bs, in the Temple, thither 
Chrilt comes, and 2. this healed mans Emmple alſo, there Chriſt finds him: hz 
tind< him not in a Tavern, 'or-in his own houſe neglefing the means'and publick 
worthip, but in Gods hoaſe ; And he is notthere,as 0nz loth to come, or weary 
of that Service, but was early there, when Chriſt comes he finds him there ; and 
trom hence further we may obſerve, 

:Do&t, That it is 4 great advantage to any that are able,to attend upon the Inftituted 
Worſhip, yea, ta be diligent in attending thereon, for there it 1s you will meet 
with the preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, there you will find that knowledge of him, and 
acquaintance with hwn, that you meet not with elſewhere, there Chriſt found 
him waiting upon God, to acknowledge his healing mercy, and there he meets 
with Chriſt, And further you may obſerve, 

DoGt, They that do what they can in the acknowledgement of God, in their duty, ſofar 
65 they know they ſnall therein be acquainted with more of 1hezr duty, God will give 
greater and clearer diſcoveries of his mind to him in that way ; and yau muſt re- 
member Gad is not a-debtor te us by any thing we pay him, but we are more in- 
debted to him. for thoſe communications of his to us, Pſal.50.23. They that glorifie 
me 10 them 1 will ſhew the Salvation of God. . 

But the latter part of the verſe is that I would chiefly ſpeak unto, the counſcl 
Chrilt gives this healed man, Chriſt is a gracious Phylitian, and comes now to 
heal his Soul as well as his body, that he may be kept jn ſuch a meaſure of kealth 
as may be for his comfort, and in order to al gives him this counſel, + : 

I. By way of direftion, Behold thou ert whole 5 That which Chriſt herein 
calls him unto, it is a diligent obſervance of the mercy God had beſtowed, he 
would have him take more notice in a fuller view of this mercy, thou art made 
whole, Adding, Bebojd, healing mercy is that which ſhould not paſs your more (-- 
Tious cenſideration, where God gives it, 

2. Thecaution Chriſt gives him, Sin nomore lef# a worſe thing come unto thee, he 
gives him a ſpecial Caution againſt fin, ſpecially that fin God had been puniſhing 
him for; And he backs this caution with an inforcing Argument : left « worſe thing 
then thirty eight years ſickneſs by ſuch a diſtemper come to thee, And when Chril 
faith, Bebold thou art made whole, he doth not ſay,T have healed thee, thereby teach- 
ing us humility (for he did not underſtand Chriſt to be God) but would mind him 
of the chief Author, conſider thou art healed ;. So from the words we may take 
theſe three obſervations; @ bs 

Do&, 1, It i the duty of thaſe that bave received bealinfs and delivering mercy from 
the Lord 10 1ake ſpecial notice of it. | | | 

Do, 2. Thoſe that are bealed or delivered are to take wery gogd beed that they ſin no 
more. | 
Do@. 3. That ſens after great and eminent Saluations,Deliverances, © mercies,they 
pull lown greater Fudgements, . , 

Do&.” r. Thoſe that are under ſaving and healing mercy from God they ſhould 
take ſpecial notice of it, Beold-thou art healed, -You muſt not take a tranſient 
view but take ſerious notice of Gods mercies; It is one of the moſt pretious and 
| Neaſant works of # Chriſtian to take notice of, and obſerve. Gods Providences to 
tumdelf, Pſal.111, The works of the Lord are great ſought out of all 1hoſe that þave plea- 


urge 
,% fire: 


(3) 
hare therein,” For the: tion. of the as, we may Conder , 
1, What is this-bzholding' and: taking notice of delivering and bealing mer- 
cies, 

2-\How we ſhould take this notice of enlaga 3. Why we ſhould dofo, 

1. -What is that nr would haveerery one delivered and ſaved to 
take of the mercy vouchſafed; - I Anſwer, this betolding is variobſly taken, 

F. Fora beholding with our bodily Eyes, as God ſaid to Moſes, Deut.3.27. 
ge? thee _ imo the Top of Pi gab, $96] lift up thine Ezes Wefp-ward and Faft-ward, and 

o91b-ward, end Sout bebold with thine Fes the Land, &c. be vastuſee 
the Eand of Canaan with his et bodily Eye. 

2, There is a beholding with the voceripgpiog, a cooſpſring of it; a looking 
upon it with the Eye of th@oul, Row.1 f Id therefore the goodneſs and Se- 
verity of God; if you would ſte the Coodachs and Severity of God in his-Providen- 

| Ges, _ muſt behold it with your underflanding Fye, you muſt conſiderit, and 
that-confideration fixed w behold it, which imports twothings.. 

I. Taking a full view of itin the latitude of the mercy;/a looking it all oper, i it 
is a throvghand diligent obſeryation, taking notice of eyery Argument i init that 
doth advance the mercy for-your hetter xement of it: Not totakeit 
by the lump,but obſerving.every Circumſtance that may heighten it to your con- 
fideration, to behold it ſothaty ou may ſee matter of wonderment,to behold exe- 
Ty mercy with admiration; 

2, It beſpeaksthe i oo of the a&, Zetold, you muſt look intenſly upon t, 
you muſt keep your eyefixedupon' it, it muſt not goout of your view, = muſt 
_ wiſthly all romEaneny it, a and into every part of it with intenſenels of Spi- 


| y But tow ſhould we thustake notice and look upon the mercy that we may 
rightly behold it,and confiderit; TAnſwer, 
I. It every Deliveranceand work of Providence look intoall the particylar 
paſſages of Providence you find in it ; We ſhould take the mercy in pieces, and- 
| look intoevery part; and ſee what \ pecial Circumf/ances thereare for our notice - 
| and” ob(eryation,, I ſhalkaention ſome of thoſe things indeliv ering mercyes 
that are worthy your obſervation, + * 
1. Take notice ofthe"timeand ſeaſon8leneſs of the mercy ; at what anced- 
fultime God ſent preg then defivered you, and if it had not been 
then, what had bec you ? Mercy coming in that rieedfu] Seaſorpyts a-beauty 
op it, as Ecclef, _—_— thing 1s beautiful in its Seaſon, it is then a mercy ſlita- 
L Tina poor nam who had tho thing cighe years ar ths Pool, aff# none hel 
him, it is probable, his Faygh yoynn OY out; andnow ir thisnick of 
time Chriſt > 1-5 gry. nas) that in 4 th When the poor and needy ſect. 
water, and ibere 6 nonegand 1 2s 1 the tori wi hear thim, i 
the God of Iſrael will not forſake them T Te: is a 7Salonel mercy when the heart is 
ready to fail, and mercy comes in his mercy and thedeli- 
verance of his Son in the nick of time, Gem: ——__ At thattime wv hen tewas ta-- 
king the knife to is $00, and calls the Natne Fefooeh Feirhb, there,a0d the . 
> t be Mount the war ſeen. 
R B, C_ CENT the mercy, , 
s ſpec oe deprence,whenother , W rs dye, youare 
fingled out for deliyerance, whenothers not foaresd zChciſt _ Empbari- 
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* made good toyon by his Providence, for that is '&ntourdzefnent from experience 
to trutt in 'the, word. of "God another time 7God (aith, cxlfaþon ins in the diy of 
trouble, I will deliver thee, eud thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pſal.g0. 15, Now ſath a Deli- 
veranceisan Anſwer tofuch a Word and Promiſe ſued out by Prayer,for therein 
God hathfulfilled a Promiſe to you. So 1 Cor,1r0,13, the Lord tells you that 
with every Temptation he will work a way for your efcap2,and that you ſhall b= 
able to bear it, and is ſuch a dzliverance God hath futfilled that Word to you, this 
adds Bealty unto, and honours Gods word, in ſeeing God fulfilling it in the Kxe- 
cation of Providences, ſo in Fob,19,36. not « bone of | Cbrift was broken, thid .was 
done that the Scripture might be Falfilel, | 

3. In all Deliverancesagd healing mercyes;that you ſhould obſerve and conſt- 
. der in them who is the author of them, we are not orily to look to the work done, 
that this perſon is healed, but whence ic is. - The EffeR is a manifeſtatioa of -the 
cauſe, we muſt labour to underſtand the cauſe; our underitanding myuit 160 
through things dene to the cauſe, every one ſhould ſee the hand of God whic! 
health him, for there is the Name of God written upon the mercy.and eſpecially 
upon a gracious and eminent delivering Providence, And confider what you are 
toſee of God therein, 

1. You aretoſee the care God hath of you as your heavenly Father, fo wears 
told in Scripture, Godas your Father cares for yon, he knows what you ne=d, 
Math.6.26,27, if for inanimate ' Creatures, much more for rational eſpecially, 
thoſe among them that are alſo ſpiritual, and ih every delivering mercy manifeſts 
that care of you; We are commanded that we ſhould be found in our duty whe- 
ther weare under affliting Providences, or any other : Truſting in, and leaving 
the Iflue with the care of our heavenly Father, whocareth for us, 1 Pet, 5.7. 
therefore we are bid to ca/t our care upon bir, and ſo every godly man rowk that 
care as.to..the Iflue. and. Fvent upon'the Lord, and thenin the Deliverance the 
Lord manifeſts his care, ſathat in conſidering the mercy, you may reatand ſee, 
that God doth take a fatherly care of you under whatſoever diſpenfation of Pro 
vidence you afe, \ | 2_; 

2. You may ſee the wifdome of God in healing and reſtoring you, efpecally, 
being. eminent Deliverances ; when it -may be you were paſt hope;.and had no 
- means left for excouragement, the wiſdome gf God fotind.out a way, provided 
means, and gavethe blefling to a.good Iſſue, ;2. Pcb.2, g., The 1.6 lepows dow 10 de- 
liver the godly out of Temptation, &c, he hath many wayes he doth hot make known 
till the time .of Deliverance, ſo that herealſo you may read this in the Delive- 
rance,the wiſdome of God, 

3+ Obſerve in what way God doth convey/his mercy, that is a great and beau- 
tiful thing, to behold the way in which God conyeys eyery. mercy to you 3 The 
way is Chriſt Jeſus. No mercy comes to you but through the-bltovodof Feſus 
Chrift, Remember thou art he whoſe fins brought diſtreſs upon Chriſts Soul;how 
comes any Remedy for, or deliyerance from the wounds, fickneſſes, evils and dan= 
gers ſin hath brought thee into, but only by Jeſus Chriſt, That, Pool of, Berbeſ- 
da wasa Type of Jeſus Chriſt : whocan make any thing healing, and Sovereignt 
for recovery ; A curſe came by the fall upon every means uſed, only Jeſus, Chriſt 
hath reſtored the bleſſing upon the means; and that ſhould Hezghten our thoughts 
of the mercy that it com?s from gnd by, Chriſt, no mercy- comes otherwiſe, there-= 
fore neyer look on any mitrcy,but in the _ of it, remember arid,think of _ 

Fits 


(6) 
erik, 1 Cor.3.22- 23. - al. 30u75, (aith the Apoſtle, life, death, everything, but 
how ? only. as you ere Chriffs ? . We came to bave a.right to,every mercy by ſcſus 
Chtiſt;andonly-by him, and.that Jhould; be a moſt beautiful Contemplation to 
us here upon Earth, which will be {o glorious to our Eye 1n Heaven, where this 
Ya will be made fully, how. all our mercyes flow to-us by and through 
Chritt, | 

4. You may read.the grace of God'in.every ſuch mercy. It 15great love and 
kingneſs of God manifeſted. in.every mercy, for eyery finger is unworthy of the 
lealt mercy, as Jacob acknowledgeth, 7am. leſs then the leaft of ail thy mercyes, ſo it 
muſt be grace that brings mercy to you, and if youare made whole, know that 
healing mercy is of grace , yea, there are riches of mercy mevery outward favour 
the Lord beſtows ; andthis you ſhonld behold; Bebold, the free and'undeferved fa» 
your-of God in all, | 

5. See the wonderful condeſcendency of God ; every mercy ſhews wonderfut” 
Conde ſcendency in God te a poor-Creature,confidering, tliovgh the Lord be high; 
yethe hathreſpect to things below, Pſ,138.and thoſe that areſovery low as we. 
have made ourſelves by our fins, Oh what a ſtoop is it in the divine Majeſty to. 
take ſuch care of vile finners, that God ſhould have any reſpeC to your prayers, 
if God hath. heard you in ſuch a day,it heightens the.Condeſcendency of God, 

6: Laſtly, obſerve and conſider the end that God aims atin.your Deliverance, 
God: is A rational Agerit aiming at a fpetial mark in the Deliverances he gives, . 
Now what is the aim and defigne of God,, what is Gods language to you by the 
mercy, isnot the defigne of it to further your Repentance, and your returning in- 
to Gods favour ? that is the generalend; theſe mercyes are the great Arguments 
God would prevail with finnersto'return-to him by true Repentance ; That is . 
their encouragement in #oſ,6,1, he bath wounded, and be will begl, but you may 
be-much more encouraged, if you cart fy, God that hath wounded us, hath heal-- 
ed us, therefore in Rom.2.4,5._ te tells us this is the language-of every mercy,and / 
of all Gods. goodneſs, to beſpeak our hearts for R ce; the goodveſy of &6d 
Teadeth thee 10 Repentance : as one mercy is leading to many other mercyes from 
Godtoyou, ſo the defigne of them all is.to.lead you.to God; to ſerve him-with 
chearfulneſs, Deut,28,48, Confider therefore what God calls for, hat you may. 
comply with God, and thatis what Capi here minds the poor man of, Beb9j4rbdu © 
art bealed; thoy baſt attained that hou haſt long waited for, and God hat given 
It, now it-is got Fnough* to bring thank offering to bleſs Gad before the Con- 

regation, but that you fin'no more, it is walking thankfully and vbediently be- 
ore the Lord all your dayes, and fo you ſhall ſerve the end andedeſigne of God : 
herein: ol 

2. As you ſhould contemplate thvs the mercyes God gives, ſo you ſhould take 
a full and through view of them, witha: fixed mind upon them; and that is in two 
things. 'S oo Le EI | 

Co look 'on-- every mercy that your heart may be affefed; a ſerious fixed * 
Eye will affe@ tbe heart, as we ſhoul look on tranſgrefſors breaking Gods Laws, 
ſo as to be grieved at them, PſaE-T19,158, . I beheld the Tranſgreſſors and was grie- 
ved, becauſe hey keps not thy Word ; foyou ſhould behold the mercyes of God and be 
affeted, ſoas to rejoyce, .and have your heart engaged'toGdd-; as the Pſalmiſt, . 
Pfal.:116.1, 1 mill tverhe Lord becauſe bebath heard my voice, &c, There ſhould be 
adrawing out of our affections to God from the behoKing the mercyes of God to 

yy ms —_ us z; 


C7) : 
"ug ; and as you belies ſo admire God, ſo; behold as to wonder atſucha mer» 
ey,a$he al.31.19, bow great * goodneſs = ch thou Iva ought for them ih a8. . 
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for the preſent; be it the TW of death; when the deliverance is ov er, as with 
Iſrael, Pſal.196.13. theyſang bis praiſe, but ſoon forget bis works ; David therefore, 
ingazeth, Pſal,103.34- 30 praiſe the Lord with all bis Soul, and chargeth his Soul 
never to forget the mercyes of God; therefore you ſhould charge your memo» 
ryes to be a Treaſury of the mer 76s of God, there may beerefted a monument 
of them in'your hearts. . That is the fecond thing how you. ſhould take notice of 
Gods delivering mercy,, we ſhou}d take a through view of them, obſerving how, 
the Lord manages all our afflitions, by mercifull providencesleading us onto e- 
ternal : For as the Pſalmiſt ith, Pſal.197.43, By obſerving theſe OG. We, 
= mnderſtand much of the lovi ing kindneſs of the Lord, > 


SERM. Me, 


* * 
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u art made. 


gives to the impotent man Og he tot Pt aloaſly healed,how he migh 
his Deliy ly ee 


preſerve that Ig Lk ED _ There 'a Io Di _ given ns 


whate, 2. ACabttion "fin, 4 rele} all thee. 

From the firſt, ie, ed, pbk Fw pſe. ap. g/d mw_ 
Mercy, to take ſpecia 1 ed you w y toy the notice we a 
take of ſich a detiy me Cring providence, we < hou lopk upon it through- 
ly, upon all the dren hat doe endear to us, that tender care 
of God, that reſpect it hath to our Prayers : vel a look it alTover : We 
ſhould doe it with inten ( as to be affeed with with it, tat i it may abide with 
us, that we m: rem ir bo may be'a by ver forgotten. 

I ſhalt give you only a few: ;, briefly, becaule'Txwould Faſk to the other, 
wht mai Fintenyied| in the cholce recs Ty ; . 

Reaſ, 1. Tou ought to coy es He commtanteth it, It is 2 
ent God co orfihiafieth Yoder row ah and therefore bath fre- 


oy par that's pon.a pd bory li Soul ih to this man 

is mercy, 1 ceo Pea thata $ ys ) oy ge 
Meat be ſaved and delivered : Wonder -chack, hath v ught fo ſo feat delive- 
rance before ow: That. wasa matter” Pſalmiſts wond TER And 
in Metb;6.28: Chriſt ſaith there to his Piſces, Why take ye pew raiment ? 
conſider the lillies of the field how t : Look on the care of Gods neu 
toother creatures, If wemuſt obſerve Gods cate of Ge creatures, or ' 


thoſe only anitnate, much more hos wel on his care fook: * 
ſpecis! mercyer he beſtow beſtowegon us: God J x haye you! $0 to look een --M 
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: (87) 
frat you ſhould not look at home, but the mage to admire Gods mercy-and care 
foward your felves.”* 

2. Reaſ,. , The non-obſeruance of Gods mercy God doth ſeyerely reprove. We find 
it ſmartly reproved hy God, when his" People do not For their deliveratice,, . 
Pſal. 106,13, They ſoon forg at bis mexcy, 1t is yr ding ggravation of their 
fin, in their murmuring againſt God, They ſcon nut, © Why did they 
ſo ſoon en it ? Pecauſe they did-not co Jer. 'Gods mercy,did not charge 
hy Sonts wit wi th the remembrance of {t, that they ſhould forg none of Gods 


7 Rokr: We comet bave the benefit of mercy, unleſs we tabe' i brime viewof it. 
—_ are two ſpecial defigns of God inevery delivering mercy, one is tofurther 
Qur obedience : the other 1s to ſtrengthen our Faith againſt another time... It is 
eo further our obedience, to make us —_”_ God. the niore chearfully, Every 
merey ſhould be alwayes in our eye, to.ſpur us to.our duty, Deut, 28-47. T hey did. 
wr ſerve m+ with chearfulneſs > it isa great fin, yndet. great mercyes,. not, to. le Sree. 
Ged with a great deal more cheertuſnels; that we nn nngt d66, yeithout-we ob-, 
ſerve his mercies. Then it is to trengthen our Faith in the expeQation of mer-. 
Cy another time, 2 Cor. 1.10, God bath delivered us, and be will, God then beard, 
your cry and delivered you. Abraham makes it 4 ſtanding Proverb, and eneou- 
ragement to Faith; Gen,22.12, He puts a remark on that mercy, a name on the 
Place, there God beheld me, and took that care of me, and.prevented thatruine 
We 7p hopper ny oY 7 

+. Reaſ;: It is 4 great contempt ot to obſerve od.in.ev dey 

liv hw doth Ae tr near to ng. and if is a Novella Vablery rance-not wy take 

notice of tim when he is near, Pl: al,106.4. te Komembes me 0-Lord: with the fauour 
zbou baſ#:to He. Tong viſet ine with ith thy Salvation. , When, God ones with Salvati- 
»0n, he £« | vilit to ops; now we (hd 1d ta} s nofice of - We cannot. 
ce God bur on Fs tnafle. vr $6640! Rorks; we ſhould 


Qd4 it, what.of, 
Ni eel Gag 


rry it ſuitaþly to God in our duty to him, Wong, 

of by nota af dmc ht jd) 2y.< The yanioue o > Gree; 0d, Call for va- 

Tiety of duty in us, WE.. be inthe ) our. proper 'dyty; unleſs we 

obſerve that mercy, Vt y un FL 3s. tw praiſe: 

God, and.chat not' dIvWay Cfis $O;L1VE: X , 0 eTenore ye 

mn phat w_ mers fs avon ; bir wa wy Pt ou 

*praiſe, Pſal,107, 19.2 wy Hol 0u8 of - 

heir dibreſſe 5:40 { bis rd Lp kerb them, What, was REY 
red? 0 d pr, {en bil wo on. cannot, giv 
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fee oe aghs bow hog) is it Pſal.106. 13s they .carry:no more a- 
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Go one them, is becauſe you doe not conſider the mereyand kindnefs-God | 
owe 
USE. II. It ſbould put us this duty , that we-would take ſpherical notice of ever 
ſaving mercy: penn heds yh ſee what ſpecial probe Lig Snare 4K -4 
God th-re are in every mercy : there is not any deliverance that comes alone, not 
any mercy that comes alone; we ſhould by conſideration look into every thing 
of the mercy, yea and what doth attend it, that which*may farther that- notice 
that you may take of thoſe-mercies, There ſhould be never a ſpecial detiverance 
, and mercy. God vyouch{afeth you, but you ſhould keep a Record of that- mercy, 
that.it might be alwayes to be overlooked by you, and all the circumſtances 'of 
If, . You find in the old Teſtament frequently, it was the praQtice of Gods 4 
ple, toereft Monuments of praiſe for fignal Mercies. Jacob 'Gen.28,12: erefteth 
a Pillar on the place whereGod appeared tohim.And Abraham called.the name 
of: the;place Febooab jireth, there God beheld mie, Gen,22. So Gen,-16, Hager, 
hen Godin ſpecial.diftreſs delivered Yer, an# ſhewed her a Well, where the - 
Might be relieved, ſhe called the name 'of the well, The-Zord that badb ſeenme, 
though I did not look after him : 'Sg we ſhould take notice of the mercy God © 
ſth: .a Chriltian. ſhonld keep his Diary, and ſpecial Remembrance of 
Gods goodneſs, . 

But to paſs to that TI hginly intend, and: that'is the caution Chriſt givesto'this + 
healed man,oue &, /7n no more, Chriſt here dealeth with hinvas gracious Saviour, - 
that. ſhews he bad nat only cate of his; oftward Deliveraties but of Ins Souls d& 
liverance,-and: that that mercy might not be loft by his fin;-thas God had in his + 
mercy beſtowed on him, and therefore Chriſt preſcribeth him a dyet, how he 
ſhould behavebimſelf;, that he might preſerve that health; and continne that mer- 
cy: you mult take heed of Four old dyet,' that there be-no' pleaſatitmorſel of fin : 
that you ſhould delight in, bots bmerpark +6 Plat. 141.4.  Tueline not mt 
beartto any evilthing, to pra iſe wicked works with them uh#t work intquity,” ani ter mb 
n)»eat of their dainties; this the Lord Jefusgjves hini charge about, 'do#6#'r 
th:ir dainties, it will prove a ſurfet, there will bea relapſe, that willbea-me 
dangerous diſeaſe if you donot take heed of fin. - | 

Do&, 2. That 2boſe that are under ſaving mercy ought to be very eareful that hey | 

ſhalt 1. Shew you what this duty is to 


ſ#ny and come- and confe(s it, for A 
eden [args Truth, the Truth'tsnot in him, A is his 
eateſt fin, a very great {in, aid Re emo fin, os 
| 2, Bu 


(rw), 
2, But it is an Evangelical obedience, and Perfe&ion Chriſt calls for, & eſpeci- 
ally you may take up the meaning of it under theſe thre confiderations & heads, 
4. Goeand finno-more, that is, labour to be in ſuch an Eſtate, that thou mayl(t 
bz in a Goſpel Senſe in a finle(s Eſtate, youare now h:aled, you have bodily h a- 
ling; let that be your carenow that your Soul may be healed, It is ſaid of the 
Children of God, thoſe that are truly converted, 1 Joh.3.y. He that s born of God 
doth not: commit ſin, for bY Seed remains in him, and be cannot ſin, becauſe be is born of 
God, that is that Chriſt now dire&s you to, to labour to be in ſuch a Statezin which 
thou canit not fin, «that you may not be under the dominion and reign of fin, un- 
derthe domineering Ruling power of fin, nor under the damning power of fin ! 
your great buſineſs is to labour to have a real, ſaving Intereſt in Jelus Chriſt ; 
thereby Chriſt doth manifeſt his great care ofthis poor man, that he wonld have 
his Soul healed, he would have him in a ſaving State, for Eternity, Now let it b= 
_Four.main care toimprove your health and th renewedand ſpared to you, 
to get a right to eternal life, that you may be a child of God, and though being 
ſuch will net ſecure you from outward chaſtiſement and afflition in the World, 
yetit will ſecure them from yon as being the puniſhment of fin, and the eJeRt of 
Gods wrath. You are thereby perfeftly healed in this reſpect, that there ſhall 
never be an afflition in Gods anger, but only the fruit ofhis tore ; you find the 
1ame Counſet given by Jeſus Chriſt, Foh.,$.10,11, when. Jeſus ſaw the woman 
drought before him, and accuſed of Adultery, that. he fhon}d condemn her, and 
All her accuſersmere gone ; he faid unto ber, doth no man accufe thee, ſhe ſaid, 
no man Lord, Jeſus ſaid unto her, neither do T condemn thee, goe and ſin no 
more, as if the Lord Jeſus ſhould ſay, Icame not now into the world to be a 
Judge, to condemn finners:indeed there isa time whenChbriſt will be the Judge, 
tnow 1 Judge no man, therefore let that be your carethat you Sn nomore, you 
geta pardon of:your ſin, and iatereft in a Sayiour,, that your heart be ſanQijied 
for your future walking with God, . In this,command of Jefus Chriſthedotk noe 
ly. expreſs, what is bis will, what is approying to God, fand, his own wil}, 
but Jeſus Chriſt was aQtvally the Saviour of this man by this command, he' d14 
hereby heal his Soul by this command as well as kis body, by bidding him take up 
his bedand walk, and he doth thereby ſhow his readineſs, when that is our care 
that we may not kin again, that we may truly be the Children of God: you ſhall 
find God manifeſteth this in his mercy, that he is much more willing to ſaveyour 
Souls, then he hath heen to deliver your bodies; this is the greatthing God would 
have you goe tohim for, that your Souls may be healedas well as your bodies, 
that is the firſt thing,that yo labour to be in ſuch a State, that no affliction may 
ever come upon you in way of Judgement, or in Gods wrath.  - 
2. (Goe and ca no more, it doth import thus much, that it ſhould be the diligent 


© -care and endeavour of them that are under ſaving mercy, that they” do not allow ' 


themſelves in any known (in,take heed of fin as of a poiſon, that will do you a'greac 
deal more miſchief now then ever before; that you do not aJlow any ftn'either in 
thoughts or ations, nor live in any known fin, 1 Joh.2.1, ſaith the ApoſHe there, 
My little Cbildren theſe things write 1 unto you that you ſen not but if any man ſin we baye 
«n Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, all the writings of the Goſ- 
pel (that is the meaning of it )it is not to encourage you to fin, but to caution you 
2gainſtfin, What f{inning ? that is, ſee you do not allow it, but if firtbe too hard 
for you , and jn a conflict carry yoy captive, then make yourconfeſhion Ori 

| i. and” 


(1) 
and1abour to get pardon and poweragainſ it, om.,7.1$,24,25, as Pauldid, he 
acknowledged there he did fin, but it was againſt hiswill, the /iz that 7 would not 
do, I do it, and how doth it appear to be againſt his will, by the 1ad moans he made 
to Jeſus Chriſt, by his earneſt cry for deliverance, and by his acknowledge- 
ment of that great mercy of God, that had found out ſuch a deliverer for him, ſo 
you mult go and do hkewife. Do not allow your ſelf inany fin, but ſhew you 
diſallow it, confeſs it : there is your encouragement, you have an Adrocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt therighteous, there is great liberty-for you to goe for e-- 
very Covenant mercy; pardon and power axpinll fi are greatCovenant mercyes. 

3. Goe and-ſin no more, that is, be ſure you take heed-you do not commit that 
fin again, for which God hath eſpecially aftited you, or hath threatned you for; 
that fin God hath in eſpecial manner been dealing with you for,chaſtifing you for, 
goe and fin no more, commit that fin. no more, ſo he ſaith to that woman, Joh.y.. 
Goe ſin no more, take heed of Adaltery as long as you live, you muſt remenaber 
ar ordinarily the chaſtiſements and afflitions God brings on his people, are for 
their fins, and there are ſome ſpecial fins of the people of God that are the provo- 
cation of ſpzcial chaſtiſements, when God doth not calt you into hell for them,but, 
doth deliver you and ſave you, then. that is your great duty,that you ſhould live 
with a fear of that fin all your dayes, and take heed of that, Pſal,$9.3 3. /f thy 

Sons break my Statutes I will chaſtiſe —_— the Rods om. We ought to look 

en every Chaltiſement as coming to us for ſin,and to find out thoſe ſpecial fins,and 
there ſhould be the great care of a Chriſtian, that he ſhould forſake them, not to 

meddlte with them any more, that thag hath pulled down.ſo great a Judgement, 

Oh take heed you fin that fin no more, | | 

Que. But yau will ſay, how ſhall we know,what is that fin that God doth ſpe- 
cially chaſtiſe us for, that we may be warned and. take.heed ever of committing 
that fin any more 7 ; | 

Anſw. Obſerve and take ſpecail notice what evil God doth threaten with pu-- 
niſhment and Chaſtiſement on his people;for what fins God doth eſpecially threa-- 
ten to puniſh his peopte for all afflictions, are the accompliſhment of Gods word, 
they are the fulfilling of Gods Threatnings, therefore in the Threatning you may - 
read what the fin is that God puniſheth; that that he ſaith,Pſal.8g, when they breat 
my Laws, I will chaftiſe them with Rods, Eſpecially God doth threaten. to puniſh 
with his immediate hand, afflictions that come from God more immediately, are 
to puniſh thoſe fins that men cannot ſee, that doe not lye under the obſervation 
of men, that men cannot reach, fins committed in fecret, Hebr,13.4. whoremon-- 
gers and Aduterers God will judge, God 'himfelf will judge them, they may com- 
wit that fin-ſecretly, out of the view of men, but God himſelf undertaketh ta 
judge that, So 1 Theſ.4.6. Let no man goe beyond and defraud bis Brother tn any mat- 
ter,becauſe that tbe Lord is the Avenger of all ſuch,if there be any ſecrethidden way of 
unrighteouſneſs, and Oppreſlion, that men cannat find.out,theLord himſelf is the. 
Avenger of ſuch, ls ; ; 

2: Obſerve for what ſins God hath inflifted puniſhment on his profeſſing 
people of old, for they are written for our example, there we {hall read the in- 
dignation of God agair;ſt fin, and the ordinary way of his diſpenſations again{E 
them, when they are fins of a profeſling people, 1 Cor.,10.6, The Apoltleſgives « 
Catalogue of thoſe fins for which God did inflit variety of Judgements on his 
people Ifracl in the wilderneſs, as that he would doe jn the lame way, of - a 
gIcatery 
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greater, among Profeſſorsin goſp21times : theſe things were our example, to the 
intent we thould not luſt after evil things, as they alſo luſted, neither be ye Ido- 
laters, as ſom2 of thzm were; nzicher commit fornication,” as ſome of them com- 
mitted, nor tempt Chriſt, as ſom? of th2m tempted, nor murmure, as ſome of 
tham murmured:Theſe are the fins that provoke God to thoſe variety of Judge- 
nts, Th-ce was[dolatry ſuperſtition, worſhippingGad in a falſe way ,&Fornica- 
- tion, that fin of nnclzann2ſs,and the tempting of Chriſt: How did they tempt 
hit ? By. dzſpifing his own way - of providing for them, having low common 
thouzhts of that Manna from Heaven; preferring the ſatiſtying their own luſts, 
before thecounſel and will of Go to lead them to eternal life. There was a 
murmuring ſpirit again{tGoJ, and again(t thoſe God ſet up, for theſe things God 
did puniſh, 1 Cor.11.30, For this cauſe many are weak and ſich among you, and many 
fallen afl:ep, What cauſe ? Their lightneſs at the Sacrament, want of pre- 
- paration for it, and being in the ſpirit of it, for this cauſe many are ſtck and, 
fallen aſleep, 

3. If you would know what fin God doth chaſtiſe and puniſh you for,take ſpe- 
cal nvtice of what fin God doth repreſent the guilt of before you in the time of 
your ſickneſs; or in the time of the viſitation of his people, God doth many times 
carry a diſcovery of the fin in the puniſhment, it carryesa great deal of Convicti- 
on with it, may be many times you have he#d many a Sermon that hath convin- 
ced you of that very fin, that you have taken no notice of : but God hath ſet it be- 
fore you in the time of affliction, and diſtreſs, it may be that hath been the thing, 
for which you have prayed God to deliver yot and ſpare you now, and you would 
mendthatcourſe, Haw many on their fick beds have confeſſed and bewailed 
* their contempt of the word of God, of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the goſpel, and their 
' Sabbath breaking, God hath laid the weight of it on them in the time of their fick- 

neſs, and they havepromiſed amendment: uſually, that is the ſpecial provocation 
God hath, which he makes mens Conſciences to ſmite then for,at ſuch a time, 
that though it may be Conſcience hath told thee many a time, and checkt thee, 
but now awakeneth thee in another manner, therefore it is ſaid, - you find God 
| doth many times repreſent the guilt of fin (that hath long time before been com- 
mitted) in the time of afflition, and thereby tells you it was laid up among his 
' Treaſures, hence, Pſal.25.7, Lord remember not the ſins of my Youth, It was in a 
time of affliftion God brought to remembrance, and brought into his view the 
guilt of ſome youthful fins,*Job.13,26. Thou baſt made me 19 poſſeſs all the ſins of my 
: youth; that is, God had repreſeated them to him in the horror, terror and guilt of 
them ; ſo God ſuffers many times even fins that have been pardoned in his own, 
*to be repreſented to them as if they had never been pardoned, in the time of 
affliction, that they might be the more humbled for them, and nught eſteem the 
manifeſtation of a pardon in reſpe& of thoſe fins : So 1 King. 17.18, Saith that 
woman to Eliſha, when God had ſlain her ſon, Doſ# thou come to bring my ſins to re- 
membrance ? Afflitions bring fins to remembrance, thoſe that it may be we have 
forgotten, they are as if they were newly committed, thoſe fins that were a pro- 
vocation to God : obſerve in the time of diſtreſs, whatare thoſe fins God doth 
load your Canſciences with, that you would be glad. to be unburthened of, that 
_ you make many vows and promiſes to God of amendment; that is your great du'. 
ty, when God hath anſwered your cry, that you ſin no -more; take heed you doe 
.. No lick up thoſe yomits you haye yomited out in time of diſtreſs, and break 
your 
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your promiſe andyow to God. By adiligent obſervante of theſe things voy may. 
ſee what is the quarrel God hath toner with you, and * 4va ns._g A | 
that you doe not provoke him anew, 

2, The Reaſons of it, There are two heads of reaſons: I ſhall take up 
only thoſe given in the Text, expreſly or implyed, 

FReaſ, 1, Is drawn from God, why you thould take ſuch care that you do not 
fin again, doe not abide in an unconverted eſtate, and doe not allow your ſelf in 
any evill, Doe not abide in any fin God hagh puniſhed you for : there are two 
Arguments, 1. From t ercy and goodneſs of God to you; thog art healed 
and reſtored to means of ſalration, therefore doe not fin any more, doe not lire 
i 1 ſncha ſtate, mercy beſpeaks thee, 2. From the Ja ttice of God that ftandeth 
ready to avenge abuſed mercyes : if you doe, b:ſure you mult look for great. r 
evills then any you have had, a worle thing then thirty eight years ſickneſs, or 
any plague, : : 

2, - The Arguments drawf1 from our ſelves, ſhould engage us not to fin any 
more, 1--OQur own engagements and promiſes to God nct to fin any more: 
Have you not made many vows and promiſes at ſuch a time that you would not ? 
Now God expecteth that you ſhould pay your vows. 2, From the nature of 
this duty of thankfullneſs to God : You will all owne that you owe God Thank- 
fullneſs for healing mercy, the truth of it apgears in this, that you doe not pro- 
voke God again, it is elſe but to mock if you be not reſolved to finno 
more, Burt, | 

1, From God, from the mercy of God, thaFis a great Argument why you 
fin no more, becauÞÞ God hath healed youz ifyou look upon this healing mercy, 
how can you kick again{t that bowels, love and kindneſs that bath healed you ? 
The great deſign of mercy is to lcad you toRepentance, Rom,244, The goodneſs 
of God that lead:th thee to Repemance, that is the errand that every mercy comes on 

toyou, its the vBice and language ofevery mercy and deliverance, that fu ſhould 
Sin no more, ſhould not abuſe this mercy, by finning againſt the Godof your mers 
cy, Youare healed : Who healed you, whence was it you were healed > Was 
it not wonderfull mercy of God, that you ſhould be oa this fide the bottomleſs 
pit ? Were not many of you unprepared to dye, when you were looking intoe- 
ternity ? it was dreadfull tothink into what eternity you were going : would 
you not have given the world foraday more, and for the ſtriving of Gods Spirit ? 
Now God hath healed you; the mercy arftl kindneſs of God are ſaid to be Cords 
to draw us, Hoſ, 11,3, 1drew them with the Cords of a man : Thity are not draws 
ing as you draw Beaſts, but as menare drawn : How is that ? It is by arguments 
ſuitable toreaſon; There is ſo muchgoodneſs and truth appears in every mer- 
cy of God, that nothing'can carry greater perſwafion to draw you to Gods. and 
to prevent your fin. Othe Rhetorick there is in mercy, if you could but under- 
fand the Language of it, wonderfull ſweetneſs there is in every mercy to per- 
ſwade you not tofin;zand there is not only Rhetorick.in it,but Logick, the ftrong- 
eſt reaſon to take hold of the rational part of man, if thou halt any thing of a man, 
and of the rational being God hath-made, 
1 ſhould have.ſhEwed you here, and given youſome hints of thoſe Arguments, 
mighty Arguments, that lye I a delivering: mercy, the language it fpeaks to 
them that aredelivered, tocaution them againſt fin, and agaiaitany provocation 
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perſwade 
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fwade men to this daty, that when they are delivered and ſaved by God, they 
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mercy d, for every 2 Kis ; contemptot mercy eſs thou 
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livering and ſaving mercy ought to be very Wreful that they [in no more, 
that is, x, Not to abide in _ ſtate of 2 ec that So ook ſpared 
Jonger in-this world, you ſhoule not live without Chriſband converſion one day 
more. 2. Notto fin any fin willingly or wilfully, to lire in any known fin, or to 
approve of fin. -3., Eſpecially be careful you return not-tofuch evils that God 
hath been puniſhing of you for, And you may.know them thus, Thoſe that 
God hath awakened your Conſciences tocharge upon your Souls at ſuch a time : 
and thoſe God bath helped you to make many promiſes fever to commit them, 
fake heed of ſuch ſins eſp2cially, Methinks the Lort Jeſus Chriſt doth in a moſt 
compaſllionate way plead with poor Soulsfand with every firner,that they ſhould 
fin no more :, And by theſe three Arguments, 1, From the kindneſs and mercy 
that they have. received from the Lgrd, thou art healed, therefore finno more, 
And there are theſe two main” Arg tsimvit, 1,. It is great irigratitude toGod 
to ſin againafter healing mercy, would you carry it ſoto any man that was an In- 
ftrument of your heating. A PFhyſitian whoſe endeayours God hath bleſſed, 
would you therefore do him the greateſt miſchief? Thus yowdo when you fin a- 
22inſt God, who is the Author of all your deliverances, What is fin, butanen- 
deavour as muchas the finner cqa,to- the veryBeing of him-that hath given 
and preſerved your Beings. This is an ill requital, Deut.32:5, Do you thus re- 

quite the Fbrd, is this all the thanks that you will give to ahealingGod, to ſpit in - 
the face of Chrilt, and do him all the deſpight7ou c21 ? methinks it is a heart- 

breaking expreſſion, 2 Sam.15.19 1s this thy ktndie(s to thy Friend; to ſucha friend 

as David was, that youwill goe mtothe Camp'of his Enemies, So by every fin 
you goe afide from God. .Hath God ſaved thee from Hell, and delivered thee 

out of the pit; and is this all thy requital * That.that-goes neareſt to Godare fins 

agzainlt love, Plal.55,12, Had it beew an Enemy I could bave born it, but it was thou 
my friend, and my familiar, Soſaith God?to every ſaved'finner, thou whom I ſpa- 

red frem going down to the pit, and ſhewed ſuch kindneſs to : Ingratitude is an 

erit that is abhorringamonganankind, and the greateſt of all evils. Our Lord 

Teſustels us Math,c.45-. To. do god unto thewrthat do good unto us, ſouners will do the 

ſame, and one -man to another, Indeed, it is to at like God, and tobe a good 
Chriſtian, to do goodagainſtevil, but it is to af the part of the Devil to do evil 

againſt goodneſs, they are the vileſt of allfinners. Therefore that ſhould be a 

great *Argyment with them that are healed, hath God healed you ? Do not the 

greateſt wrongand injury againſt God, . 2, Itis notonly ingratitude toGod;but it 

33 a great injury to.6ur ſelyes ; and if that be not a great Argument to preyail, If 

£10u art ſo yile and finful that the kindneſsaf God, wilt not preyent your fin, yet 
methinks your own miſchief thereby might perſwade you, as Pſal.85.3. 1 wil 

bearken whar God the Lord will ſay, for be will ſpeak. paace to bis People, and 10 bis Ser- 
©ants, but let then nos return 4gaia to folly, For it is thegreatelt folly in the _ 
or 
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fora mun to fin after God hath ſpoken pggce, and after he hath healed him, Deut 
32.5. Do you thas requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and uywiſe, It is the greateſt in- 
jury you can do your (elves; if you confider, 1,The folly that isin it, by this kind- 
ne(s of God you may ſee-where your true happineſs lyes, apd where your grea- 
telt miſery lyes, The milling of it ina mans chieteſt end, is the greateſt tolly, 
now this is a milling of it in your chief end to fin again, The mercy & kindnels ot 
God in Eg you doth —_— _ kindneſs there is in this God, and what 
relt you may nad in returmag to him,Pl.116,7. Returs unto thy ref 0 my Soul,for the 
Lord bath deals bountifully with thee, ou find mo inthe - & fin, +. ih rett 
but in God. And thou halt no reaſon to doubt but that there are Arms of mercy 
ready to receive thee, that hath reached out (o love unto ghee when tho! 
wer in the way @f thy fin, 2, It thows thee the way to greater mercy, as the 
eontrary isthe way to thy greater miſery, A confeſling and forſakig of fin is 
the way tohnd mercy, The Lord doth beſpeak in every healing mercy, that is 
not all, I would do tor thee, but do not hinder, nor forſake your own mercyes. 
You have nov experienced that you have to.do with a God of mercy : and he that 
hath” thewed mercy to you through Chriſt, you may. ealily think how rich and 
bountiful you may hind tum if you would ctoſ: with him. But if you turn aſide to 
lying vanityes, you torlake your own mercyes, Fob. 2.8. 3, It is a great folly be- 
cauſe healing mercy gives {pace for Repentance, and negleRing this is a deſpiſing 
of the mercy; why are you reſtored but that you might have opportunity to make 
your peace with God ? lt is a ſpace to repent, but finning is an abuſing this pati- 
ence An miſp:nding the preſent tine, that God hath given you to make ſure ofa 
good eſtate, What (ſerious thoughts have you had, if you had'time again how 
you would improve it, 5. Take heed how you ſpend the time now you have it, 
Rom.2.4. loſing a ſeaſon for Salvation, and it may be the laſt you may have 

ou would think it folly in other matters, for a vain companion or trifle, to loſe 
the _— of getting a great bargain, here you do ſo for worſe then naught, 

Laſtly, it is a great- injury and folly to your ſelves to fin again after you have 
been healed, for it is an acting againſt a mans own experience, God hath made 
you totalte the bitterneſs of your fins, and yet he fels you ip your deliverance, 
how unwilling and loth hewas to puniſh you ; fin brought all your evils, it was 
free mercy that delivered you, Have you ſurfeited with the dainties of fin, and 
will you” deſire them again ? Thus David prayes, les me not eat of their daimies, 
And the burnt child dreads the fire, Now mercy tels you, you have eſcaped, do 
not run into fin again ; this will appear to be greater folly, 

But that is the firſt Argument from the goodneſs of God towards you: will 
you hear then the language that your healing mercy ſpeaks, Oh the Oratory it 
hath in the Ears and hearts of men, if we be men, O that it would beſpeak our 
Souls now, and caution us againſt fin. 

' - 2, Another argument Jeſus 'Chrift uſeth, and that is an argument uſed by 
» mercy : it doth not only put you -in mind ofthe good you receive, but it gives 
' you warning of future miſery, Ifit were Juſtice that ſhould cometo treat with 
the firiner, it would not be by wfrning, but by fmiting : but mercy tells you how 
the Juſtice of God ſtands engaged to avenge the abuſe of it. You mult not be 
pleale4 with your condition, and think” the bitterneſs of death is over :* No, a 
worſe thing may befall you. Mercy is now willing to imbrace you, but if that 
will agt doe, Mercy will at length mm; you into the hands of Juſtice ; and —_ 
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tothe Sinner that isſo delivere# by thyhands of mercy !' Methioks it is ſuch' a - 
Ianguage as God ſpake toBalaam, Numb,22.31, whenan Angel with a flaming 
ſword flood in the way of his Rebellion: He was ſtriving to goe, though he found 
difficulty in his way : Sothe Lord Jeſus tells you, there is a flaming ſword in e- 
very finners way after deliverance, you run upon your own peTill end uttermolt 


harzard ; the Judgements of God will be bitter,& you will feel the wart of them. . 


And by theſe three Arguments, the Lord gives warning of Judgement to come 
opon the Sinner that continues in fin, 

t, Conſider that all the aflitions and troubles that you had, were'a fruit of 
your own doing : He puts you in mind to remember your former wayes andevil! 
doings,You were in the handswf Juſtice, and mercy hath delivered you; but it is 
not a compleat and total delivefance, if you continue in fm : it is but a Repriere, 
ifyou fin again, There is apreſent reſpite of Judgement, it is not a _confitming 
and defolating Judgement: you are reprieved,but if you fin,remember you are in 


the hands of Juſtice fil}, and thoſe aliftions you have ſuffered, are but the begin-- 


nings of thoſe ſorrows which God wilt bring upon you for your Sins. _ 

2. Remember that God hath greater ſtrokes, and canlay on heavier then any 
yet : Dont you think that God hath ſpent all his arrows, or hath done his worſt, 
Ko, He can doe yet a-great deal more : Gcd can heat the furnace ſeverrtimes hot- 
ter then eyer yet : Lev.,26,14, But if ye will not bearken unto me, 10 doe all theſe come 
mandments, (fc, 1 will even puniſh you ſeven times more ſor your iniquityes, Ged hath 
other arrows that are more poiſoned deadiy arrows. 

3. Continuance in fin will provoke God (after deliverance) toinflit greater 
ſtrokes, As God can puniſhyou more, ſo he will certainly puniſh an impeni- 
tent people, when Judgements and mercyes will not change them, Ezra.g.14. 
Sbould we brett again thy Commandments, wilt thou not be augry with us till ubou haſt 
conſumed us ? That this holy man was afraid of after deliverance, 

Feaſ. 3. Why you ſhould take heed that'you fin.no more; From the prene- 
neſs that is in mans nature to return again tofin; more prone after deliverance, 
elpecially, thoſe that are in a ſtate of unregeneracy z when corrupt nature hath 
been only undera chain of reftraint, with what eagerneſs do they return to fin 
again, Yea, we find a pronenefs in Gods own Children,aSHezekiah after great de - 
liverance, his heart was lifted up,& he did not render unto the Lord according, 
to the henefits received: How much more thoſe that are in a ſtate of fin, you will 
meet with the fameTemptations,8& the Devil will be more buſte, and your own 
heart more careleſs, if you be not exceeding cautious, 

Laſtly, Conſider the engagements that lye upon-healed ſinners, not toſin any 
more, Aadthey are,. 

I. From God, whata mighty engagement is that, when God faith, Ob do not 
#bzs abominable thing my Soul bates. That wben- you have had the love and kind- 
neſs of God manifeſted to you, you ſhouldcarry it ſo toGod,. | 

2, Theengagement of your own vows. When God hath made fin bitter 40 
you, O how zeady were you to vow and engage to fin no -mere-! This, then, isa 
forfeiting of your Bond and Obligation. . 

USE I, For Information: Hence learn; and you may ſee that our Thank fulneſs10 God 
(the main of it )4oth not lye in our expreſſions only,but in our Spirits (Converſations This 
was a man that Jeſus Chriſt found forward in the Temple bringing his thank- 
eikcring to God,and he waz early there ; Chriſt figds bim there diligently attend- 


ing 
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ing vpon the means, (very feware thus amongſt us, many are willing to be laſt at 
the houſe of Ged, and the firſt that may go out) but now you will throw all that 
yet have done after your Thank-offering, if you goand fin again, Itis not 
whole burnt-offering and Sacrifices, but a loving and ſerving God with all the 
heart and Soul, that is acceptable to kim. Therefore you muſt not think you 
have made amends to God for healing mercy, becauſe you have given a verbal ac- 
Fnowledgement : no, this is the Janguage of mercy, andf you would be trueto- 
God, goe and fin no more, Plal,c0. ult, Who ſo offererÞ praiſe glorifieth me, and to bins 
that orderetb bs eonverſation aright,will ] ſkow the Sabuation of God. They go both to-- 
gether ; to ſuch a one Ged will ſhow his Salvation, Indeedall our acknowledg- 
ments elfe are but meckery. For to fay God we thank thee, or to bring a publick 
acknowledgement of praiſe to God, and yet for the {inner to do all he can again? 
G 0d, it is 2 horrid piece of mockery : you had better ſay nothing at all : As ſhe aid 
to Sampſon, Judg.16. Fhowbaft mocked me, and baſt not told me all thine beart ; (0 
may Ged ſay to many a ſinner, This mnt needs be a great fin when inſtead of ac- 
k:owledgirg God, yon' come to provoke him ; and to put the higheſt affront 
upon the divine Majeſty, Pſal.78,36. They remembred that God was their Rock, and 
the bich God their Redeemer, nevertbeleſs they flattered bim with their mouth, and lyed to 
him with tbeir Tongue : for their heart was not upright with bint, neither were they ſted- 
faſt in bis Covenant, To think to flatter and ſpeak God fair, it is the greatelt in- 
dignity a finner can put upon the great God, he that is able to diſcern all your 
flatteryes, and what your hearts ſay, it is to put a great affront upon the heaven- 
Iy Majeſty, and inſtead of giving him the praiſe, it isa curſing ani blafpheming of 
him to his face, | 

USE II. It is of Regroof unto thoſe that ave ſo far from taking beed that they ſin no 
more after great and eminent Deliverances, when God bath unbcnnd them ant ſer them « 
liberty, that they do ſin a gr eat deal more ;that inſtead of being reformed, and carry ing ® 
it better to God, they carry it a great deal worſe. This did ftigmatize Ahaz, 
2 Chron,2$.22, Thy «that Abas, after his affliftion, and Gods deliverance he fin- 
ned more and more. - * 706, 

And that the Lord charges upon Ifrael,Judg,10.11;12, I delivered you' from 
{och and ſuch a miſery and affliction when you cryed, yet notwithſlanding, you 
have forſaken me, therefore I will deliver you no more, In Net 6 it is ſaid, 
the Lord bearkened and beard, © noman ſpate aright, noman repented bim of bis wicked 
eſs, ſaying, what have 1 done ? like wild Creatures that have been chained up a 
while they are the more fierce ; They turned 'more fiercely after their wicked 
vayes, and were more bold and daring inthem: this isa great provocation. 

USE, 11I, It is of Exhortation to preſs this boly and ſuitable Counſel of Feſus 
Chriſt on-them that bave been under Deliverance : Have you been delivered fromthe 
ſword of a cruel enemy, or the Small Pox, that killing diſeaſe ? Have your Fami- 
lies been delivered 7 What is your duty now ? That ſhould be the great enquiry 
of your Souls, what ſhall Idoe for God?- T cannot give you Counſel in better 
words then Chriſt gives here, Goe and ſn no more, that is, take heed tl at you dee 
not goe on in thoſe evills that God hath convinced any of in-themſelves or others 
in the time of their diftreſs. As, 

F. In fins of Omiſſion,God hath been puriſhing for theſe things: and how 
wany in bitterneſs of ſouFhave expreſſed how God hath gharged theſe home upon 
their Conſences, when they have been near unto death ? as neglect of a right 
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improvement of the precious ſeaſons of grace.: whenany of you live under foul- 
ſaving means, under the offer and, tender of Chrilt, and yet have not improved 
it ; Conſider that the nege@ of Chriſt is the greatelt {in, and it will be charged 
byChrilt at the day of Judgement amotlg the greatelt of evils,even fins ofOmii:. 
on,Afat.26.latter end, This you did not to me. This neglect of Chriſt will be char- 
- ged heavy at that day upon you, tiiat doe not make it your great, main and daily 
buſineſs ts be turned and truly changed, to be fitted to die; when God hath puc 
'0U in fear of death andeternity, what evils have been your trouble and fear then 
ut your unfitneſs for that change ? Will it not be your great fin, that another 
fickneſs or danger ſhould find you as unprepared as you were * How bitterly 
bave I heard this lamented by ſome that they have. nat given up thzmſclves to be 
in Covenant with the people of God as well asto the Lord ; thatthey#have been 
negligent of Church Communion with Gods people, - How many dying ones 
have with bitterneſs of Squl bewatled this, that thEre own ſad and diſcouraging 
thoughts of themſelves, or rather their own pride hath hindred from that which 
is ſuch a Covenant-engaging duty, How many in a time of diltreſs have made 
theſe vows, that afterſuch a ſickneſsthey would give themſelyes up to God. Do 
you look upon theſe as great things of Chriſt, and of his Intereſt ; Hath not God 
made the ſpecial promiſe of a bleng toa thouſand generations ? That that doth 
perpetuate there enjoyment of God to future Ages, is this joyning our ſelves to 
the people of God. Therefore to live in thenegleR of that is a great ſin, and if 
90 -=4 convinced you of it, take heed that you forfeit ngt your deliverance by 
uch fins, . 

Again, negligence under the means of grace : This hath alſo been ſorrowfully 
bewailed ; either in not coming to hear, that they have negle&ed any Seaſon : 
and when hearing, they have caſt Gods word behind them. / 

2, As fins of Omiſhon, ſoalſoef Commiſſion : when God hath convinced of 
theſe ſins, take heed of them again, Hath God told you of Senſuality, or ofun- 
cl-anneſs,or unrighteouſneſs, take heed that theſe fins.do not live & revive in you 
aſter healing mercy: Let not God find you at th@e pradtices again, The Lord 
ſaith to us,you ſhall haye your life upon condition you will ſinno more, and you 
accept it, and look upon it asa great favour : Now the Lord when he comes to 
conlemn you, will do it out of your own mouths, and this fin, eſpecially, your fin 
after deliverance haſtens thy Judgement, 1 King.2.42.As Solomon ſaid to Shimei, 
ſo here it may be ſaid to ſuch a ſinger. 


SERM. 1V, 


He Do&rine we are ſpeaking to is, That it is the duty of bealed and ſaved ones 
to be very carefnl they ſin no more. We ſhewed what it is to fin no more, 
and why ſuch as are under. healing and ſaving mercyes ſhould fin no 

more, We are upon the improvement hereof by way of Exhortation, that I 
may ſet home this Counſel of Jeſus Chriſt on all your hearts,. and upon my own, 
that we take good heed that we finno more, There are five or fix Motives or 
conſiderations to further our acceptanceand improvement of this Counſel. _ If it 
were no more then that it is the Counſel of Chrilt from his own bleſſed mouth, 
who is a true lover of mens Souls, that were enough to further any that have 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, and to their own Souls, to be careful to attend to his Coun- 
ſe},Chrilt nwer adviſey any tg fheix own hurt, Suppole 
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Suppoſe you had been hearing Chtilt himſelf, and thathe had ſpoken is parti- 
cular to you, donot yon think his words would have been of weight to you ? why, 
this is Chriſts advice, and not to that man only, but to all in like caſe, therefore 
for your nce, Conſider, | 

1. That finning again will #ſappoint you of the good of your deliverance, I 
ſay it will eat out the good and ſweet of it, The outward mercy of healing, ar 
whatever the Salvation of God is to you, it is not a mercy alone. Such is mans 
miſery ſince the fall, that there is no outward mercy or diſpznſation of God to 
him, but if it comes alone, it comes under the curſe, and it provesa greater miſe- 
ry then a mercy ; and where you enjoy any mercy from God, if it do not deliver 
you from fin, it is not. in favour, but comes under the influence of the old Cove- 
nant, 1 Tim.4.4,5. As the Apoſtle faith oferery Creature of God it is good, .if it 
be received with Thanksgiving, for it is fanCtified by the word of God and Pray- 
er, (4.e,) if it be feceived with a heart truly Thankful, it is ſanfihed, without 
this you have no good in any Creatureenjoyment, becauſe it is unſanttified : as 
whatever the ſinner doth is defiled, becanſe himſelf isdefiled, ſo whatever he en- 
joys is defiled, he himſelF being unſanCtified, - Then” mercy and outward delive- 
rance carries @ great deabof good in it, when it fits you for Gods ſervice, then it 
tends tFthe end of its firlt Inſtitution, to further the Service of God, but finning 
azaih deſtroys this end of it, Ifmercy makes you better,then it is a choice nger- 
Cy ; but if it do not better you in your Souls, it is far from being good'to you, L 
may ſay of ſugh mercies as of Jonahsgoard, Jon. 4.55. When he was in great di- 
ſtreſs, and the Sun beat upon him, and'greatly afflicted him, and the Lord made 
a zoard to come vp over Jonah, to be a ſhadow over his head, to deliver him 
from his grief, ard Jonah was exceeding glad of the goard, But Jonah was not . 
ſanCtified hereby in his heart, by obedience to God, therefore there wasa worry 
that ſmote the Goard that it withered, 

You may be glad of your dehiverances, but iffinremain, itwill be asa worm in 
them to deſtroy the ſhadow & the comforts of them; therefore take heed that 
you fin no more, for that Kill ſpoyle yowof the beſt good of your mercyes, the 
flower and ſweetneſs of a mercy will be eaten ont thereby, that is the firſfMotive, 

2. Conſider, that finning after deliverance, will hinder you from the enjoy- 
ment of other mercyes which” God intends you together with your deliverance ; 
for that is notall Gbd'intends in ſhewing poor finnersa common bounty, Chriſh 
ſeems to tell this healed man here, this is not all my- meaning in coming to heal 
thee, I hare Soul healing to beſtow upon thee, but fin ſtops and prevents this, as. 
the Lord ſaid to David, If that bad been too little I would baue done ſs and ſo for thee, 
2 Sam.12.8, the outward mercy is the leaſt, God is inclined to do more, butas 
Jer.5.25, Tour iniquities bave turned away bis Ear from you, and your fins bave with 
held good things from you Are you not made better by mercyes,afe you not changed 
& renewed by reperifance under mercyes, what is the matter? why, your fins have 
hindreg, your iniquityes have kept good things from you, As it isſfaid, God 
makes a way for his anger, ſo ſometimes he doth for his mercy; is removing a 
preſent Judgement : but Impenitency, unreformedneſs, that: flands in the way 
God had made for his mercy ; as it is ſaid of Chriſt at Capernaum, be could ds ug 
great works there becauſe of their Unbelief.- So to ſpeak with reverence, God cau« 
not pfoceed'in mercy when fig is renewed, -- Chrit tells them, Luk,16- 11, /f you 
have not been fairbful in the unrighteou Mammonwbo mil commjrto your truſt the as 

! . © ris TT; 


(20) 
Riches ? if you carry it not well to Godin a common mercy, do you think that 
'God will beſtow and betruſt you with more and better mercyes ? 

3. Conſider, tharſinning after deliverance it isa greater fin theqyour fins b2- 
fore you received the mercy, you cannot fin now gf lo eaſy a RateaSDHefore ; you 
fin with a higher hand. Your mrcy puts an aggravation upon your ſin, for to bim 
that knoweth 30 do good and doth it not, to bim it is ſin, Jam, 4, ult, that is, he finn:th 
at a highef Rate then another, bzcauſe he finneth again{ light, yea, and againſt 
love, (Gods fove) therefore his ſin is of adzepr dye then the fins of others are, 
 4- Confider, they that fin after D2liverance, they are a greater provocation to 
God ; God is more angry with ſuch, for ſuch ſinsthen others, 2 Sam, 12,8. thz 
Lord by the Prophet reckons up great things to David he did for him. _ 7 anointed 
thee King over Iſrael, I delivered thee out of the band of Saul, I gave thee thy Maſters 
bouſe, and thy Maſters wives into thy boſome, and I gave thee the Tae of I'rael and of 
Fudab, kx if that bad bezn too little, 1 would moreover beve given thee ſuch and ſuch 
things, wherefore baft thou deſpiſed the Commandment of the L04d? for it is ſaid, Chap. 
LI, ver, ult, The 3hing that Bavid bad done diſpleaſed tle Lord, ſo that th2 Sword ſhou!d 
not depart from bus houſe, &c ,Sins after Deliyerances, and. great Mercyes are a 
great provocation. . 

5. Conſider, fins after d-liveratice they are ns again{t your ſpecial engag2- 
mentsand Covenants ; I doubt not but many of you iatime of diſtreſs have made 
that prayer which David did, Pſal.119.175., Let my Soul live,and it ſhall praiſe thee, 
have not many of your prayersand cryes in ſickneſs been, that youwmight live to 
praiſe God to b2- better in Gods Service ; Now to livein fin to Gods diſhonour af 

#erdeliverance, how contrary is this to your Ingagements, to reproach and blaf- 
phemepis holy Name afterward. : 
* 6. Conſider, the great advantage ofnot finning any mote ; this is preſerving 
Diet of an healed finner, Chriſt as a wiſe and faithful Phiſitian preſcribes this as 
health preſerving Diet. This is the way to preſerve and continue the mercyes 
you have recei/ed and do enjoy, as you will, if you cantinue a holy man, &c, take 
tofin no more, Iſai, 48.18, 0 that thou bad bearkened unto my Commandments, 
then bad thy peace been as 4 Rivergaud thy Righteouſneſs as the waves of the Sea; it wonld 
have borndown all before it, all ſhould have-given way, no Enemy ſhould have 
diſturbed that peace given you by the favour of God upon his Reconciliation with 
"you, But by way ofDireCtion, 

If you ſhould ſaynow, but what is that that we mult do that we may not fin a- 
ny more;: Here are but a fey words, but there isa greatdeal couched in them as 
the ſenſcofthem; A little to ſpread before you what is contained therein, Goz 
and ſin nomore. thatls, , X ee | 

1. Let this be your ſpecial care to improve the time you have by this delive- 
rance, and your ſaring mercyes to the ſaving of your Souls :* That is, labour now 

toget intoa ſaved Eſtate, take heed you do not again nor any longer neglect 
the offers and tenders of Salvation made to you, and if you ſay this is to puf a man 
upon impoſſhbilities, ſuch, as man cannot do, and it is as much as to fay,to a hun- 

ry maneatna more,&toathirltyman drink no more, (0 is it t0 fay: finno more, 

ob. 15.16,my meaning therefore is, labour to bein ſuch a Caſe & Eſtate, that 
you may {© fin no more ag formerly, oras others d is, labour to-be conver- 
ted, that lyes in two things, A | 

1. To make” that your eat buſaneſs to get aUear knowledge and through 
ſcale of the evil of fic, - 2, That 
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2, Thatyt heartily cloſe with Teſas Chriſ,, that is the way fo' fin no more, 
1, Getaclear knowledge and deep ſenſe.of yotr fin, Manisa rational crea. 
{ure and is alwayes ating and moving for an end, and that whick is.þis greate? 
encourazement in his motion toward ſach an end, is the -. apprehenſion ot goce, 
that draws the affeCtions of man, either real goad, or the appearance of it: 2nd 
nothing will deter a-man from the practice of evil}, but the yaderſtanding it to be 
evill : the underftanding'is-the guide of the will, the'will hath the command of 
every other faculty, what the underſtanding repreſents as cv ill,the will avoids it, 
Tefuſes it, and commands the whole man ſo to carry to it, and now the will of man 
will tollow the ultimate ſentence of the Jodgemeat, when the toner 45 tilly con- 
vinced,and can repreſ-nt the evillto.be an evil indeed to che Judgement. Now 
when is that ? The meer knowletlge of gaod or evill, will not perſwade to the 
embracing the one, or avoiding the other, to fallen manzit will (I ſay) be no per- 
{waſion, as it would to man in the ſtat2 of-innocency.;, Now there mvuit be not on- 
ly the knowledge of good and evil, but the experizce of both : and by tie tame 
way that. man was brought in love with {m, muſt he þe brovght out of love with 
it, How came man At hrit to be in lore with fin, but by experience ? The Des» 
viltempted him, telling Þim that by eatigg the forbidden fruit he thould know 
bethgoodand evill. And by. the lo{s of good, heloſt the inclination of his na- 
ture untogoad, and thereby came to talt nothing bue ſwe-tneſs in the creature, 
\Now there muit natonly be'in the reeovery of man, a diſcovery that {in is exil, 
but an experience of it that it isfo. He mult be cut of from ev ill by finding the 
bitterneſs that is in fin, Jer.z, 19, Thou ſhalt know that it is an evil and 4 bitter thing, 
A ſpeculative knowledge of the evill of it will not doe, but you mult know it tube 
bieter alſo : andindeed this'is the laſt conclufion of the ſanCtified judgement that 
itrepreſ=ats tothe will that fin is-a moſt bitter ching: Therefore faith Job, 
| "the Lord bath made me to poſſeſs the ſons of my youth, by writihe bitter things againſ# me, 
He came to have anenjoyment ofthe fruics of his fin, thoſe fruits of his own do- 
ings. Now what pleaſure, what profit have you in things: that God hath -raade 
{o bitter * You could not have b2lieved it; but now God hath made you to be- 
eve it. , Hence the Lord promiſes Covenant good to thoſe that doe reborm their 
evill wayes, Lev.26. 4Þ !f their uncircumciged bearts- be humbled &c, When a man 
is brought not © @n, and to diſlike fin, when his ſoul is hambled in the ſence of 
the evillaffhn, ' Therefore as you would not {in, O beg of the Lordand niake 
it part of your daily prayer that God would give you an bumbling ſenſe of fin,that. 
it. may be more evill tolookover it, then ever it was pleafuretocommitit, When 
the arrows, thoſe poiſoned arrows come to drink up. a mans {pirits, when he 
hath-been in the fire of Gods anger, this will make hym pray, Then- labour to 
getan humbling ſenſe of fin-: whatever we talk of future judgements of God for 
{in, it ſeems nothing till weare thronghly humbled, till God makes us feel what 
and —— grievous it is. to have.an helk in' our Conſcieaces : this- will make fin 
terrible. i 4, x > 
2, As you.mult feel the &vill of fin, ſo you muſt heartily cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, 
You will never be taken off from what you thought to be a good; untill. you ex- 
perience 6a to beſuch agevill, and Chriſt the-beſt good, When you come to 
obtain pardoging mereytiqm God, and(anRifying, your will js-then carried out 
witha greater pleaſure jn the wayes;of Chrilt, then it took in the wayes of fin. 
And this counſel Chrilt gives £9 $he biod.mas caltqut by the Jews, Joh. 5 35s 6 
| en 
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When he had found him, he ſaid to him, doſt thoT belic ve on the Son of God:: Az 
If he ſhould ſay, this is your great buſineſs ; And if ever you would be engaged: 
againſt ſin, you muſt cloſe heartily with Jeſus Chriſt, this is- the whole work of 
frue Converſion : New the Seed of God 1s ſown in ſtead of the Seed of the Deril, 
and he is bronght underanother power, 1 Joh. 3, it is ſaid of ſuch,the Con. 
mandments of God' are not grievovs, Thoſe wayes which werelo burthen. 
ſome, now he finds them pl:aſant wayes. ' Hence itis ſaid, 1 Joh,3.9. be that is 
born of God caunor ſou, becauſe be is born of God, neither fully, nor finally, not with 
the full conſent of his will - It would be contrary to his renewed principle and 
ſanCtified Reaſon, that a man ſhould chuſe miſery in ſtead. of good,” when he 
hath experienced both : ſuch a one will ſay, (when every one ſhall leave Chriſt 
and turn to his luſt) as Peter, Lord, whether ſball 1 goe, Joh,6.68. that is the lan= 
guage of every believer, I bave found-by Experi the bicter waycs of fin, and 
the ſweet wayes of believingand walking with God;therefore he can never-utter- 
ty laveit, unlefs it were poſſible to loſe his ſanCtifiing grace,. andbe eut off from: 
believing. This is the man that takes the counſcl of Chriſt, to fin no more : The 
Lord hereby did repreſent himſelfto him as the Phyſitianof his Soul, andminds: 
him ofa greater good then the meer _— his bodys. - Oh that this were the 
ſerious care of healed ones,not tofin again{t Godby reſting ſtil in an unconver- 
ted Eftate ; endeavour fight and ſenſe of fm as the worſtevil, and Chriſt-the beſt” 
good, then and not till then you will avoid the one,and'cleaveto tl e other, 

Dire. 2. Couchedin this Counſel of Jeſus Chriſt is, labour to keep up a d-epp 
anda throngh ſenſe of the bitterneſs of that fin for which God hath been chaitifing: 
of you, Though you may loſe the ſenſe of your affliftion, never lofe the ſen(e 
of your fin: the dreadful and terrible thoughts you hadof fin, when you were 
looking into Eternity, You ſhould'tabourto remember thoſe things when you 
are well, and delivered, that ſo your Soul'may be kept in an humbled frame: thas- 
the Churth, Lam.2.,19;20,' Remembring mine affliflion, andmy miſery,the wormwood,, 
and the gall, my Sout bath them ſtill avemembrence, and is litmbled in me, This ſhould: 
be the care of every Chriſtian, remembring the terrors of God, and the terrors of 
fin, how bitter God hathmade it to you in your affliction, and this you ſhould re-. 
member conn nd as we ſoonforgetthe ſenſe of [1 ſo we ſoon lofe the- 
humbling ſenſe on; this is our miſery ;- we ſhool to keepup the 
ſenſe of both-upon- our Souls to humble and encourage ue, If ſb be your. Souls 
were in the ſame Agony, if you could'put them in'the ſame Caſe as they were, 
when the Terrors of God were upon you, and'you were withinthe fight of Eter- 
nity, you dare not commit thoſe fins as you did before, | | 4 

2, If yon would finno more, then take heed 'of the Temptations to fin, ayoid 
all occaſions of inning, It'is a metr pretence for a manitoſay, be doth what he 
can to avoid any evil while he runsinto the Temptation to it, Fade Epift,u.22,. 
Hating the very garments ſpotted: with the fleſh:- would yon not be defiled with 
kn, take heed of coming near the garment ſpotted with the fleſh. You cannot 
£0e upon hot coals and:not be ſcorched, nor touch pitcHi and not be defiled. Thoſe 
6&ns that are greateſt Temptations, you.muſt _—_— take heed of them ,avoid- 
ing thevery appearance ofevil, that-you may be-\ure tg avoid that which is rea!- 
Iy evil, Take heed of that which appears to he ſo, land at the greateſt diſtance 
from it. Our Lord ſefus taught vs to make this our dayly prayer, MVath.6, Zed 
#+p9t jnto Tempration, we ſhould be ſo much afraid of it. I grant, when eyer = 
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dh lead us into Tempfation, we have a greater encouragement to pray, t'a ft 
God would lead usout of it ; But you ſhould b2ware that you do not lzad and 
thruſt your ſelves thzreinto: That you donottempt the D-vil, You have ny 
encoragement totruſt God to preſerve you from the etl that you run into. The 
Lord wift ſay, who bid you go-- upon the Devils ground, -when [nares and Temp 
tations watch for you, God nzver (znt you, Itis ſaid of Jelus Chriit, Math,4, 
though he was without ſm, and had no perſonal &\ il, yet wh-n he want inta.the 
\Place of Temptation, h2 did not goe of himſelf, it is ſaid, the Spurit l:g ham into 
the Wildernsſs, Dolt thou think thou can(t' withſtand a Temptation bzttes 
then Chriſt himſelf. Temptatiog is the $2ed of the D-vil, and our hearts ars 
the natural ground : would yon not think him a Mad man that ſows bryarsand 
Thorns in his ground: they will come up falt enough, - So wiil you runto the 
Dzvil co fa'teh his Temptations, They that-would avoid fin ſhould {tand at a 
great diſtance from every Temptation, avoiding thoſe places aad Companyes 
that are too hard for them : ſtand at a great diſtance if ever you would be kepr, 
Ada.n in Innocency, though he had no fin, the Devil made way to enter in, that 
crooked, winding Serpent, - It was going into the Temptatioa that lol} man- 
kind, therefore we ſhould fly from it, . 

4. If you would not fin after D-:tiverance, then labour to get through know- 
1:4ze, and make a full reprefentatian to your Souls of the evil e fects and fruits ot” 
every fin. Do not lgok upon fin as it is in the Temptation, and comes in the-ap- 

2arance of good, but look what will b2 the Ifue of iz. Thiz the Lord ſeſas 
minds him of : Remember worſe things wilk-b2fal you, D2ut,32,29. 0 tht my 
People wzre wiſe, thu th:y underftood this, that thy wou'd conſs ler their 11tter end, It 
a part of your greateſt wiſdomne toconſider what will be the end of your finfal 
prattices, A rational man ſhwild att for an end, atid all that m:anz thoald b> 
conmn2n4:2d to him that ſaitshis haRend, | Itisa great Truth, th2 meaſures of 
£o00d an evilare as thzy fand related to Eternity, As he ſaid to Joab, 2 Sa n.2 
26, wi? it nag be bittern:(s in th: 1attzr end: fo weuld Ifay toevery Soul, Confid:r 
what will bFafterward, thatyou ſhauld labour to pas yoar Souls with : that 
will diſcozerth2 Hook that lyes na41zr thz bait. - All thefe pleaſures and vai- 
ties are bat to catch vour $2uls, anJ bring yol intoeyertaſtiaz miſery, | 

5. If you woald fin no more, That which is wrapt up 4a his heavenly Caunſ:l, 
it is, that you would ſeriouſly weigh the advantage you ſhall Rave by mot finaing, 
If you would not ſee ſorcow any more, you mult not fin any more, x Pet.3.10. ie 
tht lovetb life, ani wauld ſee g104 4ay:s, les bim r2frain bis Tongue from vil, and bis 
lips that th:y ſp:z44 no guile: Would you ſe2 merry and proſp:rgas dayes, theg yol 
ma'tſin a9 mare in heart, TonZae, or Co1verſatioa, It is traz,. that thz mo't 
haly man in the world that walks mot cloſely with Gad, cannot exp2 to bz fr22 

fron o1tward trouble and aYiftion, but they hill nat b2 evils to hin, H2 may 
drein youth and treagth, bat he (hall fillup his time, as mach as he that lives 
one handred years, Tat min that walkz with G24 hill nzvec (2 any e-il 
day&, for his very ai tion hall facthzr his e-eclating good. It is a Teath, 
hat watking cloſe with Gad, a1d fre2 fro n (19, is the b2't way even to outward 
proſp-rity. Tao1gh there may b2a fictions an1 ſorrows to particular b:lizJers 
for th2 exerciſlz of their grace, yet walkiaz with Gal willgv-latingp :ac2 and 
proaſ»2:itytothe n that ſo walk cloſzly witthin, wheaa v22p'2 do lo, a1lin- 
ward p23c2 to Blizrers, Woeld you $ all yoac (W227 84joy N24:ts, woald = 
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that God' ſhould" bring @ great deal mare terribtediſpÞenations upon you 7 thert. 
ka again, but if you would avoid theſe, it is by labouring to be in a-way of Refor-- 
mation. | 

6. If rou would'fin no more, be inthe uſe of:2ll means that God hath appoin- 
ted to preferve you from fin, with earneſt prayer,. for lis Spirit tohelp yau to 
mortiae {n, and be found-in the way ofobedience, that you may b: aihiſted by his 
Spint in th@doirg of it. All means &endeavours that any.man can uſchimſclf, with- 
out the help of Gods Spirit willnot do, Rom.$. 13. mortifie the deeds of the body by 
rhe Spirit,. You may refcain a-white, bys-you will never deſtroy one fin without 
the Spirit, and this Spit is to be obtained by prayer, Luk, 11,13. the Lord will 
ere T:15Spitit to them that asR him:O be earneſt with the Lord tolead you by the 
hand of his Sprit that ſhall guide andaflilt you ina Hoty courſe. 

7- And Lattly,Refolye not in your own,but in Chrifts fireagth that you will not 
ſn any more, Job.34.3 1.32. Iknow reſolutions andengagementsin a mans owns 
{trength, they will fail him, Peter is a ſad Inflance, Luk.22,. He-was as reſolved: 
35 any coulitbe, though 1 dye withubee, 1 will never dexy thee,” ' That is the Reaſon 
why they come to no- better Effet, the Vows and Retolvtionsof men, becauſe 
ehey think they can do it of themſelves; Therefore (faith Darid) 1'ſaid4 1 would” 
take beed to my wayes that I finnes withmy Tongues ' P{a1,1.43 .. Butthe begs that Gcd 
wouldkeep the door of his lips,& eftabliſh his @aying; -I faid;throngh the grace of * 
God that I nould do myduty,& be waiting upon: Ged for his belp,Pſal. 115.132, 
1 will run the waxes of t by Commandments, mbewrbou ſralt enlarge my beart. Teach me- 
O Lord the way of thy Statutes and 1 will eeepabenvuntoahe end. Thus we ſhould take 
up thoſc holy reſolutions in the grace-and firengthoFChrift that wefin no more, 
But labour to walk more cloſely with-God for time to come. . 
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G He. laft Db@rine we obſerved hence, was this, 7Fat contingavce is fon af- 
; tereminent deliverances, pull demn beavier Tudgemens ; Or t that conti- 
tinue in fin aftereminent bealing rercyes frem Ged, worſe things will 
befal them, - For the handting this DoC rinally, we ſhall ſhew you, 1, that there 
are worie things may befall men then ever yet hare befallen thew, 2, \ hat ar 
thoſ=-ſfins, the continuance in which,or what is that continuancein f:n, that worie 
Jadgements ſhall befall ſuch fnners,. 2, That it ſhall be ſo, and the Reaſons of it, 
1. That worſe things: may. befal finners, then ever yet hare befallen them, 
God hath {harper Arrows inhis Quiver, other manner of Judgements to infict 
en fnners then ever finnershave undergone: ; there is none ſhould be lo bold as: 
to ſay, what ever aHiftions they have come under, that God hath done his wor't. 
Iremember 1 have heard of one in' England neat Weſtcheffer, thathad fuch expre- 
{ons upon a great aFiCtion;that God had now done his worſt, butGod made her 
a living monument of his Trer Judzements,8 that for many years; Itisa great 
&eal of boldneſs for any fintters to limit Godin his Juſtice, as well as in his mefcy, 
for any to ſay of God in his mercy, 6 God provide for u5?- it is a tempting God ; 
fo for any to ſay, Can God bring a greater Judgement ? vea, there may be a great 
deal worſe: Chriſt tels this wan (you do not read what his ſickneſs was, but you 
find by the EFeRts it was very diftreſling, he was umable to Help himſelf, had ne- 
ver aftiendto belp lim, and had lain unagg this warmity thigty eight years, and 
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yet the Lotd Jeſbs tells hift) if he duth notcarry it better, worſe things ſhall bee 
fal þim, and the Lord tells us of the la!t. times in which we live, Dao.gg. 1 There 
ſhall be a time of trouble ſuch as never was firce there was a Nation ; there are 
tro: bles Ged wilt bring upon a profeſſing people, ſuch as never was worſe on a- 
my Nation, ſo there are thoſe God can bring upon a perſon ſuch as never were 
worſe on any p<rſon,, But more particularly, 1, There are worſe Þadgements 
in this world, that God'can inflift, then ever have been inflicted on any, 2,-There 
are worſe [udgements Ggd hath to inffict in anothe+ world, 

1, In this world, as 1,. Temporal, or outward Judgeme nts, ſuch as reſpect the 
outward man, Godcan bring other manner of outward miſeryes thenever yet be 
hath done on any. 2. Spiritual Judgements,ſuch as feſpeCt the inward man, 

- 1, For outward Jrdgements, the Lord hath variety of them, a great variety, 
but eſpecially we read of four ſore Judgements of God, Ezek,1 4.21, For thus ſaith. 
the Lord.baw much more when 1 ſend my four foreFudgentonts onFeruſalemgabe Sword, the 
F amine, tbe noyſore Beaſts, and the Peſtilence; 10 cut off from is man and Beaſt. God 
hath ſent his Sword among you, but Famine isa forer Judgement, and noyſome- 
Bealts that is a ſorer Judgement (till, and the Peſtilence, but how much ſorer are 
theſe, when all theſe are together ; when what the Sword leavs the Famine ſhall 
dzvour, and what tlie Famine leaves, the wild Beal's ſhal devour, and what theſe 
leare,thePeſtilence ſhall devour, WhenGod ſends all his Jugements at once 820n J' 
peopl-, that isa ſore afflichon, as there are worſe forts of Judgemernts, ſothere is 
never an one of theſe ſorts, but God can make it a worſe Judgement in the degree 
of it, he can make everyone of theſe ſudgements a great deal worſe,as you read, 
Ezek 9.10. As for me ſaith the Lord ,my eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have piryy: bus 
I will recompenſe their wayes on their beads,, When Judgements come in ſuch 2 
way of Iudg.ment, without any mixtureof Gods ſparing and pittying mercy,then 
it is a ſorer Judgement: when the Errand:of them is only to deſtroy, not re- 
fin2, and purge a Peaple, but toruine them, and God will have no more mercy on 
them, this is a ſore affliftion;. - - 

2. There areſpigitual judgements that God infliteth in this world, and they 
are agreat deal worſe then any outward judgement; there are variety of ſpiritual 
judgements; but eſpecially there are four main ſorts of ſpiritual judgements, 8 
thc lorelt, there is the ſword, that is the word of Ged, when it is only for ter- 
rar, only for conviction: a wound in the conſcience is more dreadfullthen a 
wound in the body. : when God ſends an asrow into the conſcience, «4 wounded 
ſpirit whocan bear ? Prov.18.14, it is an intollerable vaſluflerable wound, eſpeci- 
ally when God will provide no balm im Gilead, nor healing medicine for it, when 
God ſhall make a man a terror to himſelf, this isa ſorer judgement. The Soul 
is the tenderer part, the more ſpiritual part, therefore every ſuch judgement is 
tar greater, that reacheth the Soul : and ſpiritual Famane, that is a more terrible 
jadgement, when there ſhall te a ſamine, i@t of bread, nct cf that cnly, bnt o# 
hearing the word of the Lord, 4mes.3.9,10, That is @ threatning of. a ſorer 
judgement, when you want bread for your ſouls, there {Fall be none to break itts 
you, And thoſe ſpiritual wild heafls, thoſe that will make a prey of mens ſouls; 
either thoſe that will perſecute for conſcience ſake, or as Chriſt ſaith of them, 
A1uth,23 13, Such as will not gce to heaven thersſelves, nor ſuffer any elſe to. 
Zoe; when the bonds ſhall not be only onFour bedies, but on your conſcience; 

you ſhall be conſcience bound, and there ſhalt be ſnares laid for yapr conſciences, 
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this isa ſore Judgement, when you ſhall have fuch, that in ſtead of feeding the 
Hock, 2vour the Flock, Eccleſ,34.4, when there ſhall be nonz but wolves 
that ſhall not ſpare the Flock of Chriſt, or make any profeflion to be ſo, this is a 
ſore Judgem-nt;as it is a far more d -fireable mercy then any outward enjoyment, 
for a p2ople to ſee their Teachers, they are not driven into cqrners, Iſai.30.12, 
So is a ſdrer ſudg-mentth:nthe want ofany outward comfort, that m [tead of 
thoſe rhatl-ad you to Heaven, ſhould as blind guides lead you to Hell, and both 
together fall into the pit, And thoſe Temptations of the Devil, when God lets 
loole Satan with viol-nt oppreTmg Temptations, and Gpd will give up men to 
be oppreſſed by the viol-nt-and ſubtle Temptations of the Devil: and then this lÞi- 
ritual plague is the worlt of all plagues, that Peltilence of a'hard feared Conlci- 
ence, that plague ofthe heart, when God (hall infli it as a Judgement, when 
God (hall give up men to th:ir hardaeſs, yea, into the hand- of their own kiſts 
Plal.$1,11,12. So Tgaue them up to their own bearts Infts, intothe hands of their 
hearts luſts, This1s the ſore!t Judgement that God can inflict on apzopte 
#1 this world, when it isin the higheſt degree of it, a man to be deliver. 
edup to his own hearts luſts, when the Lord ſaith to a people, ye will not be ſa. 
ved, and ye ſhall not bz ſaved, ye will not be refurmed, and ye ſhall not, ye will 
not be mad : Clean, therefore ye ſhall bz filthy ſtill. That very fin of living in fin at- 
ter deliverance, is a greater [ndgement then the afflition out of which ye were 
4:livered: when God inflifteth ſpiritual Judgements in the highe't degree,as there 
are higher degrees of ſpiritual judgements, when temporal and ſpiritual ſhall 
bz together, that is a greatdedl worſe, when God ſhall follow you with all his 
ſore jadgements, both theſe affiitive to the body and the Soul, when there ſhall 
de a Famine to the body and the Soul , the Sword of theEnemy,and the Sword of 
God,an outward plague, & a ſpivitual plague ;theſe are worſe&greater judg :ments, 
2, God hath worſe to inflict in another world, if you ſhonld eſcape in this : 
if a ſmner ſhould go2 ſcot-free here, every day would aggravate his everlaſting 
aniſken2nt, hat will a finner b2 a gainer in the ifſae, when his main work in 
inaing and going on in fin after deliverance, is but heaping up the meaſure ofhis 
wrath, Rom.2, 4. Thou treaſureft up wrath agtinft the day of wrath, and the Revelati- 
on of the righteous Fuigement of God, Hell puniſhment is greater then any that can 
2 intitedin this world, Math,13.28.. Fear bim that can caſt 'Soul and body into 
Hel, that is mot to b> feared as bing the mo't terrible judgement ; and there 
are dzgrees of paniſhment in hell, there is a hell that 4s ſeven times hotter, they 
that continue mn fin after judgment and mercy after deliverance, they will have 
a greater d zgree of Torment, H2b,19,29. How mucb ſore? Fudgement ſpall thzy be 
counted worthy of, there are ſom2 are worthy of greater judg-ment thzn others 
are, and God hath greater: there is th2 Heathens Hzll, there is the hell of them 
that live undr the Goſpzlthere is the hypocrites hell where the fire will bz more 
intenſe, there will b2 a thicker darknMs; more exquiſite Torment, that Gad will 
inflict upon one, th2n upon another, that is the firlt thing, that there are worſe 
judgements may b2fall you, work in this world, and in that that is to come, 
2.what is that continuance in'fin forwhich Go4 will inflict worſe judgements,that 
continuance in fin after d2liveraac2 & mercies? Anſ.1.it is a continuance in a ſtate 
of unregeneracy 1 b2ing without a ſaving cloſe with Chrilt;the end of Gods mer- 
cyes and dzliveranc?s is to give ſpac2 for r:p2ntance, to give another time, to try 


a ſinner wheth.x b2 will uſe loager trm2 b2trer, in making proton for —_— 
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Rom.2.5.. the riches of Gods gocdueſs that leadeth to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3.15. 
the end of Gods long luftering is your Sah ation, tt at is Gods end, his gracio.'s 
end, that that he doth approve, if that be not a fnners end, and his work that he 
may be ſaved, this is a continuance in fin,that vill bring greater judgements,Rev 
2.22, 1gave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe did not repeat, therefore God threa- 
tens he would throw her on a bed of fickneſs, It may be many of you were afraid 
whien you were near to death, that that was your great fear of dying,was,of being 
unprepared to dye: what Vows, and what promiſes were madethen ? if you 
might tare another day of grace, now Gcd tryes you, if that be not ſo improved, 
that that is given ſor your tryal, when itis improved contrary to Godsend, will 
pull down worſer and greater judgements on a ſinner : this is that will leave you 
without excuſe, when another judgement overtakes you, when God will ſay, he 
will'take your word' no more, when h- hath «ryed you, and found you falſe to 
your Promiſe of improving time better,. | 

2, 'Continuance in fin, in thoſe particular evils, God hath been convincing you 
of, as provocations to himſcIf,ſome evil courſe and way of life, ſome particular e- 
vils that: God. bath burthened Conſcience with in time of ſickneſs, or undzr the 
word of God, fins that you have Canfeſt, that you hare in ſame degree bewail. d 
before God, and promiſed amendinent, the continuance in thoſe fins is a, provo- 
cation to greater judgements, as is ſaid of thoſe,Fer.42.21,22. I have this day de- 
clared to yon, but you have net obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, for any 
thing for which you ſent me to enquire of God: they promiſed and made fol-mn: 
Vows, they would obey, yet did but diflemble with God; now therefore know 
certainly, that you ſhall dye by the Sword, by the Famine, and by the Peltilence, 
in the place whether you deſire to go: you will difſemble with God, but God will 
not be mocked, if you will not be as goodas your promiſe, and*your. word to 
God, God will certainly be as good as Nis Threatning to you, Fer. 44,25,26. when 
Teremiah had'told them from the Lord, . what was the fin had.provoked the Lord' 
againſt them, therefore if now they would carry it-better, God would hare com -- 

aſſion on them, but they were reſolred on their-way, and would hare theit lafts+ 
ewill ſurely perform our Vows, we have vowed to pour out drink offcrings to 
the Queen of Heaven, therefore hear the word of the Lord, behold I have ſworn 
by my great Name that my Name ſhall be no more named jn the mouth of any 
man of Indah, So-what ever is the fin you have made ſolemn Vows to God ia the 
time of your diſtreſSagainſt, if it have been your Sabbath breaking, contempt of 
the Word and Ordinances of God, Coretouſheſs, pride, Senſvality, Contention, 
if theſe be not reformed, if you will live in them till, and have your own way, 
what ever God ſaith to the contrary, this is to live in thoſe fins that will pull 
down greater judgements, 

2.. That greater Judgements will befall ſuch, for God hath threatned it, Zev 
26,24428,. Ifthat doth not doe, ſaith God, I will puniſh you ſerer® times more - 
for your abominations : when one isover, God tryes what. that will doe, and if 
tat doe not doe, and God cn trial ſees that you are never the hetter, then you 
muſt expe ſeren times greater judgements, And. we find that this hath ben 
the way of Gods proceeding, both with profane finners, and his profeſſing pev- 
ple, that he hath followed them with worſe judgements, when they have.not 
been amended with leſſer : ſo God did with Pharaoh, God hath variety of plagues, 
when he, delivered him from one, and yet he continued hardned again( = 
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Lord, thn ke brought ansthefand worſe plague, tl ke himſAf at lat was da. 
ſtrayed and his p-oplz. © Soit was with a profelling p2oplz, Pſal.7% tiiroughoat 
fhat Pſalm : God &-iivered them many times, an1thzy prozoked him, agd pro- 
voked him ſo far, till hegave up his glory into th? kand of the enemr. Trers 
were d2grees of _— and every puniſhment was worſe then before's 
then GoFabborred bis people, and gav2 up bis Rrength into th: band of the enzmy, 5.51, 
The Reaſons of it; | 4 

Kea, 1, Fromthe Juſtice of God, who gives every man a@ording to th&r 
works, Rom,2.6. He will render every $11 according #0 their 4:eds. Where dee.!s 
have been worſe, the Judgements of God will be worſe, Tribulation and anguiſh, 
10 the Few firſt. and then to the Gemile : a F 2 ponithayege ſhal} be greater and 
worſe then that af the Gentile, b-ciuſe od willrender to every one according 
to his works: Judge nents are the wages of fin, Rom,5,23, Now God will, give 
wages according to every mansworks, they that haye been more in the work of 
fin, thall receive greater wages of fin; now finningafter eminent mercy is a oreat- 
er fin, therefore deſerveth greater puniſhment : for,” 

1, Itisa fih againſt a greet U2al more mercy; there is Gods ſparing mercy, 
and the rickes of Gods goodnefs, as the Apoſtle calls it, &om.,2.4. Deſpic# thou 
the riches of bis goodneſs ? there is a greatUeal of riches of mercy ia every mercy a 
finter enjoyeth : when God hath a ſinnzr at Tuch an adyantage to deſtroy hith, ic 
is rich mercy now to ſpare him: the going on in fin is contertipt cat upon the 
riches of Gods mercy that which Juſtice will not bar, but is ſure torevenge. 

2, It isagainſt mpre light, after more of the knowledge of their Malters will, 
mow be that knows bis Maſters will ant doth it not, faall b: beaten with many ftripes, 

ke 12. 47. ._ TS 2 | 

3s They are fins againſt yows and engagements no 15 rmng to hn after de- 

under a Vow of obedi- 


Reaſ. 2. From the faithfulneſs of God : worſe things muſt needs befall ſuch, 
becauſe he will as certainly perform what he hath threatned, .as what he hath 
promiſed, God will be as geod as his word, and he hath threatned every Sinner 
thatcontinues in fin after warning, after mercies, that greater judgements ſhall 
befall them. = 

Reaſ,, 3, From the wiſdome of God, the manifeſtation of Gods wiſdome, a 
ereat deal of Gods wiſdome will be wartifeſted, as in variety and excellent ways 
of delivering his People, ſo in ſpecial judgements on ey1] doers, 2 Pet.3.9, God 
knows how to deliver the godhy, and to reſerve the wi-ked 30 the day of Fudgement to be pu- 
niſbed. It is a part of the wjfdome of God in governing the world, that he _ 
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®Þow to give out puniſhments to evill Aloers, thathe knows how to reward all the 
obedience ofhis Servants, thoughhe ſeems ro forget them for a time, and knows 
how to puniſh Sinners, though he ſeems to wink at them for atime. 
By way of improvement, , 

The only Uſe we ſhall make of this is, tobe a word of Convition & awakening 
tous : we have been under the judgements of God, and God hath eminently de- 
livered us, He hath delivered from the ſword of a barbarous enemy, and hath in 
a great meaſure delivered from that more immediate judgement the Small-Pox 
that came with ſuch commiſſion fromGod to deſtroy; now you are delivered,you 
mult not look on-your (elves vut of the reach of Gods Judgements, doe not think 
God hath done his worſt, and will doe no more, or put your ſelves in a fools Pa- | 
radice, to ſay-as Agag, 1 Sam 15.26, He put himſelf in his brave cloaths and ſaid, 
The bitterneſs of death s over : ſo many think the bitterneſs of death and hell is over 
now they have eſcaped the preſent Judgement : but he found it otherwiſe to lis 
colt, And you that continue in your fins have reaſon to be afraid that greater 
Judgement is nearer then you are aware of. x Theſ,5,3. When they ſay peace an4 
ſafety, when an ungodly man ſaith ſo that lives in his fin, all ſhall be well with me, 
then ſuilden de ftruction cometh, 

I would only lay before you theſe two or three Conſiderations, 

I. Conſider that outwatd Providences are no argument of Gods love, whe- 
ther they be afflictive or mercifull : meerly outwart Providences are .no #r- 
gument of Gods ſpecial love, Eccleſ.g,1, Tou cannot ſee love or batred by any of the/e 
things that are before yyuu, You cannot ſay God hath more love to you, then he 
hath to them he took away by the diſeaſe, becauſe he ſpared you; for theſe in 
themſelves are but common mercies. 

2. Conſider that meerly when outward judgement ceaſeth, we cannot thence 
conclude Gods anger ceaſeth, or is turned away : We cannot conclude by the 
preſent removal of a judgement, that the anger of God is removed; for God may 
remove itinanger, Thereare pardoning mercies, God may be ſaid to pardon, 
when he doth only ſpare fora time. 2/al.7$.36. So be forgave their iniquity ; How 
torgave ? Not with a ſpecial ſaving pardoning mercy;for he puniſhed them after- 
wards, yea unto deſtruQtion, many of them; but it was a preſent reprieve from 
the judgement, God may be as angry with you ſtill as ever, though he hath remo- 
ved the preſent Judgement : a ſparing mercy may be in wrath, in diſpleaſure to 
the perſon that 15 ſpared; therefore you have noreaſon to be ſecure, nor to be 
pleaſed with your preſent condition, while God may be angry with you, while 
The anger of God is not appeaſed : you have no reaſon to cry peace to your ſelves 
when God doth not ſpeak a word of peace, 

3. Conſider, that when men are delivered from affliftion, and not ſaved from 
their fins, it & certain God is angry with them till : when they are delivered 
from an outward affliftion, and fin remains, that that is the cauſe and coar of affli- 
Ction and evillbe not removed, you may certainly conclude it is but a reſervation 
to greater judgements, As & isan argument of their happy condition that 
are in the very mid{t of affliction , when they are taught of God in it, made 
more holy,humble & conformable to Gods will: ſoit is an argument ofa miſera- 
ble and a curſed eſtate, though you are out of aflition, if you have not beer: 
taught of God : if you are out of afflition, but ſtill in ſin, it is a certain argument 
of reſeryation to greater puniſhment, that worſe things wHl befall you, unle's 
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timely Repentanceprevent it, * There are theſe two ends why Goddoth puniily 
bis people, and God will accompliſh his end in every puniſhment : there is his: 
work, and his whole work God will doe on mount Sion, Ifa.10.,22. When God 
hath done his whole work, then he burneth the rod, and not till then, it is but 
Iaid by, and Gods intention to bring a greater, What is Gods whole work ? 
There is in every Judgement, a work of judgement, and a work of mercy; there 
15 a work of mercy God hath to all his ele and people, toreform and refinethem 
fo purge away their ſin, to make them holy, aydto make them better, I”a.27 9. 
That is the work to them that are the true children of Sion, But then God hath 
2 work of judgement, that is on thoſe he never intends ſaving mercy to : every 
Judgement is but the beginning of their miſery : God judgeth them in way of 
AatiſhQion to Juſtice; there is but part of paimentin one judgement that is upon 
them, and it is is to enſure them that the remainder is behind, that God will be 
{ure to take the full paiment,lfnone of this work be done,if God hath not refined 
his people,there is ſtill ſome work to be done; & ifthere be thoſe that are uncon- 
verted, never to be converted, greater and worſe judgements doe abide; none 
ſuch, but ſhall have greater cauſe to curſe the day of their birth, then ever Tobor 
Jeremiah, yea, to curſe the day of their preſervation : better you had died-of 
that ſickneſs, becauſe your judgement is but ſo much increaſed by your living, 
Thoſe that ſhalllive out their dayes withouttrue repentance of their fin, every 
dayes mercy is but an aggravation of their condemnation. There are m 
£gns of Gods remaining diſpleaſure; methinks the clouds doe ſeem. to return af- 
ter the rain, God doth notmake it cleer day with us,nor cauſe the clouds to brea 
and ſcatter, but to gather again : There are many Signs, as God's taking _ 
thoſe that are the prime, and hopeful ones of the next generation, that is a ſad 
ſign of worſe judgements, 1 King.14.13. It wasſad to Jeroboams houſe, and ſo 
to all Iſrael, the taking away Jeroboams Son, in-whom ſome good thing toward 
the Lord was found : it was ad amy ye to the whole bouſe of Iſrael; he was 
taken from the evill, and it wasa hgn from the Lord of the evillhe would-bring 
on them : ſo the taking away ſo many of Gods faithfull ones, eſpecially in emi- 
aent place, in Magiftracy and in Miniltry, putting out fo-many lights in the Can» 
dleſticks, and that men, many of them, in their prime, in tlie flower of their 
years, that were very likely to haye lived many years, and done much ſervice to 
God; that died not in a full old age, andfull of days, but in their youtl;, and inthe 
flower of their dayes: and; which is a great deal worſe, and makes it look the 
fadder, thatthere are not any doe riſe, and fill their places : that it is ſo hard a 
Fhing to ſee, and rationally to think, that there are men-to fill up the rooms of 
thoſe God hath taken from us: When ſtars doe ſet, and there are noothers 
that riſe, it isa ſign-of a very dark uight : when men that ſtood in the gapare ta« 
ken away, and none to putin their room, they are ſad fgns that God hath a 
mind to take away the hedge, unleſs ſpeedy repentance andreformation prevent 
thisruine, Yet this is the ſaddeſt fign of all, that theſe things doe befall vs, and 
ſo few doe lay them to Reart, that men are not awakened, to beſtir themſe!veg 
- tolay holdon God, that when they haveloſt all viſtble props, they doe not make 
ſure of God'to be their friend; While God himſelf ſtands at a diRance, and ror 
finners ſtand-at a diſtance from God : this is the ſaddelt fign of all, that men 
not humbled, doe not ſtir up themſelves to lay hold on God, /ſa.5 7.1. The Ki! 
teous are taken away,& ao man laying it to heartgthat was the [a4 dvorn of 
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People: had there been broken hearts under a breach,that might hare made ſome 
amends, and have been a means to prevail with God topeur out his Spirit : but 
to be an unhumbled, unreformed people under ſuch diſpenſaticnscf Ged, this is 
one of the ſaddeſt figns, though I do verily believe, and have many Arguments to 
ſvay my thoughts concerning it, that Ge will not throw up the work he bath 
done in New-England,will not utterly root up the plant he bath planted, and that . 
the Judgement God hath taken out of the hand of an Enemy, he may not eaſily 
put it into the hand of another, but that he will take it himſelf, and deal with his 
People by his own hand : but yet believe it, if God love you, if you are ſuch that ” 
God hath ſpecial favour for, then God will not ſpoyle you, and if God will not 
ſpoyle you then he will not ſpare his Rod, and you'may be ſure, if one will not do 
another ſhall, The godly & holy ſhall be refined, if one Furnace will not do 
it,another ſhall, Thoſe that are Elect, however they are like wild Afes Colts, 
God will have his Month to find you, God hath other ThorfS to ſet in the way of 
your lovers, if you will be like Manaſſeh, that muſt be takenin the buſhes, God 

. will have his time to do it, when you ſhall humble your ſelves and your Souls be- 
fore the God of your Fathers ; them that God hath deſigned for Converſion, they 
ſhall be converted,what ever way God hath to do it,it ſeems tobea terrible way? 
but if there be ſome God hath no ſuch ſpecial love for, let me tell you, God will 
not ſpare you to ſpoyle his end, God is about reforming work, not only his Peo- 
ple, but things among his people, God is about to have other manner of Churches, 
and other manner of Spirits, his People ſhall be refined, but they ſhall be conſu- 

med, it will be a terrible day of the Lord ; bnt ſhall be as refiners fire, and will 

pPurifie the gold, but the droſs ſhall be conſumed in the fire. 

And therefore let me leave this ſolemn advice with you, nay, it is not mine buy 
Chriſts, and that the Lord himſelf gives you ; that you bewail your former, and 
take heed of future finning, Eccl.,12,1,2. Remember your Creator in the dayes of your 
Touth, the Clouds may not return after the Rain, -It is ſpoken to thoſe that are 
not only in the beginning of their time, but in their proſperous time, If you ſo 
do, you will not only prevent future judgements, but; be in the way to better rex. 
cyes, as well as continue thoſe you have ; I may ſay to you from the Lord, you 
have ſeen the worlt dayes, the bitterneſs of death is over, the beſt are behind ; 
and your preſent preſervation is a pledge of your future Salvation; Pſal;94.12. 
Pſal.119,71,75- Which will putan end to fin & ſorrow, and the fear ofeither for 
ever. And may ſay with him, 1ſai.38.17. Is love to my Soul the Lord bath deliver. 
ed me, for he bath caſt all my ſins bebind bx bgch, and with the Apoſtle, 2 Cor.1.9,10, 
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